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WEST INDIES, 
BARBADOES. 


Extract of the Diary of Mount Chance, (now Mount Tabor) in 
Barbadoes, from May to December 1826. 


May 17th. Brother John Taylor arrived at this place, with his 
wife and three children, being accompanied by Brother Brunner, 
from Bridgetown. Brother Taylor had spent the last eight years, 
as a Missionary in Antigua, viz. four years at Gracehill, and four at 
Newfield, from which station, he was called to the service of the 
mission in Barbadoes. The Daily Word for the day of their arrival, 
expressed the language of their hearts, on entering upon a new 
sphere of service: ‘‘ O Lord! often thou my lifs, and my mouth shail 
show forth thy praise.—Ps. li. 15. 

The mission-house, which had not been occupied since the depar- 
ture of the late Brother Lichtenthaler, they found locked up; and, 
as it was necessary to make some further arrangements for the re-- 
ception of the new comers, the friendly invitation of Mr. and Mrs. 
Haynes, of Bellmount, to lodge with them for the present, was thank- 
fully accepted. The estate of Mr. Haynes, for the instruction of 
whose negroes, 240 in number, this new station has been chiefly 
formed, lies at the short distance of a quarter of a mile from Mount 
Chance, and affords, therefore, every facility of communication. 
May the Lord lay His blessing upon our feeble efforts, to make these 
poor people acquainted with the way of salvation, through a cru- 
cified Saviour: an object which the worthy proprietor and his lady 
have long had at heart, and which induced them to persevere in 
their application for a resident missionary, notwithstanding a variety 
of discouraging circumstances. Besides the dwelling-house ‘already 
mentioned, which Mr. Haynes appropriated for the use of. the mis- 
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sion, he has erected a commodious church adjoining to it, about 36 
feet square, furnished with five arched windows, and two doors. 
Some grass land is likewise attached tothe settlement. Full liberty 
is given to the negroes from any of the adjoining estates to attend’ 
public worship; whenever they can do it without interfering with the 
regulations of the estate, and their own particular duties. 

The distance of Mount Chance from Sharon, is eight miles, and 
from Bridgetown ten. The intervening country is much more popu- 
lous than Antigua, and better cultivated. From the house at Mount 
Chance, about fifty sugar-mills may be seen. The hill on which it 
is situated, is part of a ridge elevated about 900 feet above the sea, 
of which it commands a fine view to the South and East. There is 
at present a great scarcity of water in Barbadoes, no rain having 
fallen for several months; the cattle are consequently suffering: much 
from want both of drink and pasturage. It may however be ob- 
served, that the inhabitants of this island do not depend entirely on 
the supply of rain water, as in Antigua; rivulets of fresh water are 
not scarce, particularly in the district called Scotland. In Antigua, 
on the contrary, all the springs are brackish; the water collected in 
cisterns or tanks is, consequently, the only resource. 

18zh. In the course of this day, Brother Taylor and his wife were 
busily occupied in getting their house into order, in which they were 
kindly assisted by Mr. Haynes. Brother Taylor likewise visited, in 
company of the worthy proprietor, the hospital and school-room be- 
longing to Haynesfield. The latter is a new building, with a boarded 
floor, and neatly plastered and whitewashed inside. The school is 
kept every day, except Saturday and Sunday, by a young white 
woman, between the hours «f eleven and two. Twelve of the scholars 
are reading the gospels, nine are beginning to read. Mrs. Haynes 
herself commenced the school, soon after her return from England 
in 1824; and every Sunday morning the children come to her to Bell- 
mount, where a breakfast is provided for them, before they receive 
instruction. 

On the following Sunday, the 21st. Brother Taylor walked to Bell- 
mount, at Mrs. Haynes’ request, to see the school. He was much 
gratified by the orderly appearance of the children, forty in number: 
all were neatly and cleanly dressed, and many of them read or re- 
peated portions of Scripture, and sang hymns, very well. After the 
school was over, they came to church, which was attended by about 
fifty persons besides the children. A discourse was delivered to 
those assembled, from John iii. 16, ** God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, tc.” Mr. and Mrs. Haynes were 
present, as were several strangers from the neighbouring plantations. 
The church will accommodate about S00 hearers. At the public 
services on the Sunday after, we had the pleasure of seeing above a 
hundred negroes present. Their attention proved an encouragement 
to us, and caused us to offer up fervent prayers, that the precious 
seed sown in their hearts, might in due time produce abundant fruit, 
to the praise and glory of God. 
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The parish church is about two miles distant from the estate, but 
though the clergyman, with commendable attention to the welfare of 
the negroes, has instituted a service at 5 o’clock, P. M. expressly 
for them, very few are in the habit of attending. At Haynesfield, 
most of the negroes are baptized, with the exception of the children, 
born since the year 1818. 

June 4th. After dinner, Brother Taylor and his wife visited several 
negroes belonging to Haynesfield, in their houses, from all of whom 
they met with a very friendly reception; but, on many, the exhorta- 
tions to seek after the salvation of their souls, and to come to church, 
seemed to make but little impression. One old woman said: ‘‘ I am 
baptized, my heart good, me do nobody any thing.”” Another said: 
** Me never go out at night, don’t speak ill of anybody, but mind my 
own business.” In short, most of them seem to have no knowledge 
of sin, and cannot therefore feel their need of a Saviour. 

7th. Brother Taylor went to Bridgetown to make some necessary 
purchases. In the warehouse of Messrs. Moore & Co. he had the 
unexpected pleasure to meet a young man, the son of Brother V. of 
Gracehill, in the North of Ireland, who had formerly been a pupil of 
his, and to receive a letter from the father, recommending him to 
his friendly notice. The young man promised to pay an early visit 
at Mount Chance. 

Brother Taylor dined at Bellmount, where he had the pleasure 
to be introduced to the Rev. Mr. G. rector of the parish of St. 
John’s, who entered into much friendly conversation with him, on the 
subject of the Brethren’s Church and missions. He had not long 
since been in Antigua. 

18¢h. Being Sunday, our services were but thinly attended, one 
cause of which, no doubt, was a negro dance held in our immediate 
neighbourhood. We could see the negroes flocking to it from various 
directions. Several hundreds were assembled, who danced for a 
considerable time in the open air, to the sound of music, which was 
audible on our premises. O! that the Lord would turn the hearts of 
these poor people, and lead them from these foolish customs, to the 
hearing of His saving word, on that day which He has Himself ap- 
pointed. 

20th. In these days, we began to speak individually with the new 
people: about fifteen came to us in the course of the week, to whom 
we endeavoured to explain the object of our coming to live among the 
negroes, to make known to them the love of that Saviour, who died 
to redeem sinners from eternal misery. 

27th. Ata mission-conference at Sharon, three negroes belonging 
to Mount Chance were appointed candidates for baptism. At the 
following prayer-day, they were spoken with individually, and the 
nature of the privilege conferred upon them explained: they appeared 
to be affected by what they heard, promised to attend the meetings 
for instruction regularly, and assured us of their wish to become the 
children of God, by faith in Jesus. 

July 9th. To-day we began school with eighteen children, belong- 
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ing to Haynesfield, in addition to those already receiving instruction. 
They are to come to church at 9 o’clock on Sunday morning, when 
Brother Taylor, assisted by some negroes, of the New Testament 
class, will teach them to read. They are likewise to meet for two 
hours on Tuesday, at the school-house at Haynesfield. 

12th. To-day we held our first evening-meeting in the church. 
On the following day, we repaired to ‘Sharon to celebrate the Holy 
Communion with our dear fellow-labourers, by the enjoyment of 
which, on the 14th, we were greatly refreshed. 

18zh. We had an agreeable visit from Brother Seitz, of Sharon, 
who spent a week with us, to mutual edification, and assisted us in 
various ways, in our household and official arrangements. 

$list. The Brethren, Seitz and Taylor, took a ride into the neigh- 
bourhood, into a district called Scotland, where the scenery is very 
picturesque. At the foot of a considerable cliff, they found a poor 
cabin, in which they were glad to take shelter from a shower of rain. 
The inmates consisted of two men and two little girls, Europeans, 
besides a negro girl. They seemed to be in great poverty. Being 
asked if the children went to school, the father said, no, for he had 
no money to defray the expense: he confessed, that he could not 
read himself. Advice and encouragement were offered to them, 
suited to their circumstances. There appear to be numbers of such 
poor white people in this island. It must be mentioned, however, 
to the credit of the richer inhabitants, that a central school for poor 
boys has lately been established; the building was erected by sub- 
scription, and for its support a yearly sum of £800 currency has 
lately been voted by the Legislature. A similar school for girls has 
since been built, likewise by subscription, and opened a few days ago. 

August 6th. The congregation at church to-day was the largest 
we have had since we came to Mount Chance. At least 150 negroes 
were present, besides white people; and great attention prevailed. 
At 5 A. M. we met the children composing the reading class of our 
school, to each of whom Mrs. Haynes has lately presented a copy of 
the New Testament. 

9th. Brother Taylor visited on old woman, named Hannah, who 
was dangerously ill in the hospital, and who had earnestly requested 
to be baptized. After several conversations with her on this and the 
following day, he was encouraged to administer to her this solemn 
rite, which was performed under a powerful sensation of the divine 
love and presence of Jesus. The patient, who was unable, from 
weakness, to sit up in bed, answered the questions put to her with 
great devotion. Several negroes were present, who were likewise 
addressed on the necessity of true conversion of heart. 

13th. We spent this memorial day with the congregation at Sharon, 
and partook with the communicants belonging to it, fifty-five in num- 
ber, of the Lord’s Supper. At the public services the church was 
crowded. 

In the latter part of this month, Brother Taylor was seriously in- 
disposed, so as at one time to excite considerable alarm; the Lord, 
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however, blessed the means used for his restoration, and on the 27th 
he was able to officiate at the public service. 

Sefitember 4th. Mr. Haynes was so good as to send his cattle to 
plough part of our land, on which we intend to sow Guinea corn. 

18th. In the evening, John Adamson, a negro, came to converse 
with Brother Taylor. He related, that when a boy in Africa, he 
went one day with a companion into the woods, where they were 
met by a lion. His comrade scrambled up a tree; not being able to 
follow his example, he lay down quietly on the ground, and because 
he was the son of a king, the lion did not touch him. He was told, 
that he did wrong to ascribe his preservation to any such cause, 
since it was owing alone to. God’s merciful providence, to whom he 
should therefore prove his thankfulness, by seeking to know and 
obey His will. He is a very interesting man, writes his native lan- 
guage, which is Arabic, with facility, and has learnt to read and 
write a little English. He is one of the most diligent in attendance 
at church, and has often expressed a wish to be baptized. 

In the course of the month, we had several opportunities of visiting 
sick negroes in the hospital, and hope that the advice given to them 
was not altogether without effect. 

October 2d. After the morning-service, the children were cate- 
chized. We found the greater part of them tolerably well acquaint- 
ed with the church catechism, which they had been taught by Mrs. 
Haynes before our arrival. 

4th. Brother Taylor visited the Rev. Bryan T. Nourse, lately 
appointed by the Bishop of Barbadoes to the parish of St. Joseph, 
which adjoins that of St. John’s, in which we reside. He and his 
lady have lately come from Demarara, where he has laboured, not 
without blessing, chiefly among the negroes; but has been under the 
necessity of removing to his native island, for the benefit of his health. 
He received us very kindly, and appeared much interested in the 
success of our labours. 

10th. We began to converse with the candidates for baptism and 
new people, and in the course of the week were visited by seventeen 
men and twenty-one women belonging to these classes, just twice as 
many as the lasttime. Most of them are diligent in their attandance 
on the means of grace; and in some we can discover evident traces of 
a desire wrought in their hearts by the Holy Spirit, to become the 
property of our Saviour. 

17th. In our Mission-Conference, to-day, a negro belonging to 
Mount Chance was appointed to be baptized, and another to be re- 
ceived into the congregation: eight were likewise approved as candi- 
dates for baptism. 

ist. Brother Taylor and his wife were invited to Bellmount, to 
meet a company of sixty-seven children belonging to the estate, for 
whom an excellent dinner was provided by their worthy master and 
mistress. ‘They sat down to it at one o’clock, in neat dresses given 
them for the occasion, and sang, by way of grace, a short hymn, 
which they had previously committed to memory. It was very 
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pleasing to see so many healthy boys and girls, and to know that 
they are well cared for, and instructed in those things, which will, 
we trust, tend totheir everlasting happiness. Nearly fifty of them 
are learning to read, and many have made good progress. May they 
all grow in the love and knowledge of their Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

25th. Our new settlement received the name of Mount Tabor, 
agreeably to a resolution of the directors of our Missions, and with 
the approbation of our worthy friend Mr. Haynes. 

After the public service on the 29th, we made this name known 
to our hearers; then kneeling, implored God, the Father, Son, and 
Spirit, to glorify also on this mount the name and person of our once 
crucified, but now exalted Saviour, that many souls may be led into 
the knowledge of Him and of His great salvation. We likewise be- 
sought Him to bless and support all His servants who may be suc- 
cessively appointed to this station. 

November 6th. We began an evening school, to be kept on Mon- 
days and Thursdays. ‘Twenty-two adults attended for the first time. 

13th. We had a blessed celebration of this memorial-day in the 
Brethren’s Church with our fellow-labourers at Sharon. 

In the last week of this month, our dear friend, Mrs, Haynes, 
suffered from a severe spasmodic attack, and seemed at one time in 
considerable danger. We offered up fervent prayers to the Lord in 
her behalf, entreating Him to spare her valuable life, and to grant 
her still to witness, if it were His good pleasure, the fruits of her 
pious labours among the negroes. 

December 7th. Brother Taylor was sent for to visit the baptized 
negro, Hannah Green, whom he found hastening to her dissolution. 
She was sensible and collected, but could not say much. On express- 
ing her thanks to the Missionary for the kind attentions he had 
shown her during her illness, she was reminded of the far greater 
love which had been manifested towards her by that Almighty 
Friend, who had shed His blood for her salvation, and encouraged 
her to look steadfastly to Him in the last moments of her life. After 
the singing of some verses, she was fervently commended in prayer 
to the Saviour of sinners. She departed this life a few hours after. 

10th. On the following day, the interment of her remains took 
place in a plot of ground, marked out for the purpose. The-service 
was introduced by a prayer, that the Lord, who had Himself, after 
tasting the bitterness of death, condescended to repose in Joseph’s 
tomb, would hallow this spot, as a resting-place for the bodies of those, 
who, by the preaching of His word, might here be brought to be- 
lieve on Him. After reading the burial litany, we proceeded to the 
church, where a short address was delivered. 

12th. On this and the preceding days, we conversed individually 
with twenty-six men, and thirty-one women. 

17th. This being our prayer-day, the first adult baptism took 
place. The discourse was on the words ‘‘ What doth hinder me to 
be baptized? And Philip said, if thou believe with all thine heart, 
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thou mayest. And the Eunuch answered, and said, I believe, that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.—dActs viii. 36, 37. After the usual 
solemn questions had been put, and answered by the candidate, he 
was baptized into the death of Jesus, and called John. Those present 
seemed much affected by the whole transaction. In the afternoon, 
in the meeting of the class of candidates for baptism, five men and 
three women were added to their number, to whom the nature of 
the privilege conferred on them was explained. Then followed the 
reception of the baptized candidate James, into the congregation. 
Our Lord and Saviour made this a day of particular blessing to our 
little flock, and of encouragement to our own souls. 

20th. We paid a visit at Sharon, where we had the pleasure to 
see Brother Ricksecker with his wife and child, who had lately ar- 
rived from North America, on their way to Tobago, their future 
place of service. 

24th and 25th. The services on Christmas Eve, and Christmas 
day, were well attended, and, we trust, proved a means of blessing 
to all present. The children took an especial share in the celebra- 
tion of this joyful festival, and were affectionately reminded of the 
love of that Saviour, who, though God over all, blessed for evermore, 
yet condescended to assume our nature, that He might redeem us 
from the power of sin and Satan, and make us heirs of eternal life 
and happiness. About fifty children from Haynesfield were present, 
besides ten from a neighbouring estate. 

Since our arrival at this station, five children have been baptized 
in sickness, of whom one is still living. Two aged females were 
likewise baptized, on their sick bed, one of whom departed this life. 
One negro was publicly baptized, and another received into the con- 
gregation. Ten men and eight women have been admitted candidates 
for baptism; twenty-one men and twenty-six women are on our list 
as new people. 

We commend ourselves, and the work of God, in this place, to the 
faithful intercession of all our Brethren and Sisters and friends. 


JOHN TAYLOR. 


Extract of a letter from Brother S. BRUNNER. 


‘* SHaron, January 30, 1827. 

‘* Dear BroTHER—It was a source of particular gratification to 
us, to find among the supplies which we lately received from Europe, 
several numbers of the Periodical Accounts, and of the Missionary 
Register, and likewise some spelling books, for our small, but gra- 
dually increasing Sunday and evening-schools at Sharon, and Mount 
Tabor; for all which we beg to return our sincere thanks. Some of 
our scholars at Sharon will soon be able to read in the New Testa- 
ment; but lam sorry that it is not in my power at present to give 
them any copies. The few which I brought with me from Antigua, 
were eagerly sought for and obtained by some adult members of our 
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congregation. .We shall therefore be particularly obliged by a further 
supply. 

** In the course of March, we expect to lose our worthy friends, 
Mr. and Mrs. Haynes, They propose paying a visit to England, 
which we fervently trust may be attended with benefit to the health 
of both, and especially of Mrs. Haynes, who has of late been fre- 
quently ailing. Brother Taylor’s little som William, will accompany 
them, the parents being anxious that he should be placed for educa- 
tion in Fulneck school. All our Missionaries in this island are well, 
with the exception of my dear wife, who is suffering from a relapse 
of fever by which she was first attacked ten days ago. May the 
Lord be pleased soon to restore her to health and activity. 

‘* In the year 1826, there havebeen baptized at Sharon 28 adults, 
and 14 children; 3 persons have been received into the congregation, 
and 9 re-admitted; 32 admitted to the Holy Communion; 14 adults, 
and 6 children have departed this life, $ have been excluded. At 
the close of the year, the congregation consisted of 79 communicants, 
78 baptized adults, and 33 baptized children. If to these are added 
86 candidates for baptism, and 188 new people, &c. the total of in- 
dividuals under our care, will be 464.” 

** February 20th, 1827. 

** Yesterday, Brother Ricksecker and his wife returned to us from 
Mount Tabor. He received a letter a few days ago, from Mr. 
Hamilton, announcing, his arrival in Tobago, and directing him to 
proceed to that island, where preparations for his reception upon one 
of his own estates should be made, and a dwelling provided for him, 
till a regular Missionary station can be established. Brother and 
Sister Ricksecker are in hopes of meeting with an opportunity to To- 
bago, in about a fortnight. Our best wishes and prayers will accom- 
pany them. 

‘** Since my last, I am sorry to say, my dear wife has had a second 
relapse, more severe than the former, which confined her to her bed 
for a whole week, and has left her in a very infirm state of health. 
We trust, however, that she is gradually convalescent. 

‘* Our Saviour continues to bless our feeble testimony of His love 
to sinners. On our last prayer-day, our church was filled with very 
attentive hearers, six adults were baptized, and twelve of the new 
people added to the class of candidates for baptism. . 

‘* Previous to this solemnity, we had conversed individually with 
270 candidates for baptism, and new people: of the latter class about 
50 came to us for the first time. On the same day, at Mount Tabor, 
one adult was baptized, and one received into the congregation; 7 
were admitted into the class of candidates for baptism or reception. 

‘** Our dear fellow-labourer Brother Seitz, is already very useful. 
He assists in the schools, not only on Sunday, but every evening dur- 
ing the week. ‘The number of scholars is on the increase. With 
kind remembrance to all our friends, I am, &c. 

4 : S. BRUNNER.” 
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ANTIGUA. 
Extract of a letter from Brother J. G, Surt. 


**Sr.Joun’s, February 2, 1827. 

** Dear BrorHer—dAccept my cordial thanks for your two kind 
letters of June 1st and December 7th, the contents of which afford- 
ed to myself and fellow-labourers much interest and encouragement. 
The former should not have remained so long unanswered, had not 
an accumulation of duty in the first instance, and subsequently a se- 
vere attack of illness, rendered correspondence almost impossible. 
It was towards the end of October, that both my dear wife and my- 
self were attacked by a violent fever, which reduced us extremely, 
and from which we but slowly recovered, Sister Richter suffered 
from a similar attack, and was, at one time, supposed to be near her 
end; yet by the Lord’s mercy, she has been likewise restored. At 
present, I am thankful to say, we all enjoy a tolerable state of health, 
with the exception of our venerable Brother Newby, who is frequent- 
ly troubled with a bowel complaint, and whose strength is evidently 
declining. Brother Munzer is now his assistant at Cedar-Hall; he 
has made sufficient progress in the English language, to address the 
negroes publicly, and we are rejoiced to hear that his ministry is 
both acceptable and blessed to their hearts. Brother Simon and his 
wife, who arrived in safety with us on the 9th July, and whom we 
heartily welcomed as our fellow-labourers, will remain for the pre- 
sent in St. John’s. Brother and Sister Robbins and Sister Richter 
are likewise engaged in the service of this congregation. To accom- 
modate the new comers, we have been under the necessity of erect- 
ing a new house. This we have endeavoured to do at the least 
possible expense; but you are aware, that building in this country is 
always expensive. 

** For the convenience of our Brethren in the country, who occa- 
sionally attend our mission-conference, we are likewise fitting up 
an old building, as a lodging house. Such an addition to our esta- 
blishment at St. John’s, has been found quite necessary. 

‘* You will probably have heard, that Brother Zippel and his wife 
are stationed at Newfield, with Brother Wright, with whose assist- 
ance we hope they will soon acquire the language, Brother Zippel 
has already preached once at Gracebay. The school-house at New- 
field is nearly completed, as Brother Wright will doubtless inform 
you: he will also send you a statement of the cost of its erection. I 
have not yet seen it myself: the circumstances of our congregation, 
and want of leisure, not permitting me to pay visits in the more dis- 
tant parts of the island. Almost every day our horse is wanted for 
visiting the sick, and attendance at funerals on the estates.in our 
neighbourhood. 

“In regard to the course of our congregation, we may assert, to 
the praise of God, that though we observe much which we could 


wish to see improved, yet the greater number of our communicants 
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afford us pleasure and encouragement. Among the young people, 
however, we perceive with pain, a degree of indifference to the 
means of grace afforded them, which did not formerly prevail to the 
same extent; against this evil we are continually warning them with 
many tears, and with prayers to the Lord, who alone can change 
their hearts by His mighty power. To many, alas! the word of God 
appears to be no longer so precious as formerly; the idea having got 
abroad among them, (and in which they are too much encouraged 
by some, who ought to know better,) that the mere form of godliness, 
and the repetitien of a few articles of the Christian faith, are suffi- 
cient. Notwithstanding these and similar discouragements, at which 
none who have undertaken thé care of souls, or who have any know- 
ledge of the depravity of the human heart, and the devices of Satan, 
will feel surprised, we do not faint in our blessed employment, but 
continue, through the enabling grace of our blessed Master, to do 
His work, and call sinners to the enjoyment of His salvation. Nor 
does He leave us without evidence that our labour is not in vain in 
Him. His name be praised, we can still trace the operations of His 
Holy Spirit, in the lives and conduct, as well as in the declarations 
of many a poor negro under our care. 

** Our school at St. John’s continues to be held in the usual way, 
twice a week; and on Thursday evening there is a particular meeting 
for the children, at which many adults are likewise present. On this 
occasion, they repeat a portion of Scripture om a hymn, which they 
have committed to memory during the week; and are then addressed 
in a short discourse. 

‘** Yesterday, a girl of fourteen years of age, who has left the school, 
and has been admitted into the class of new people, come to converse 
with me. I asked her, if she was fond of reading inthe Bible. She 
answered, Yes. On inquiring further, what portions of Scripture 
had particularly attracted her attention, she replied, ‘‘ There are 
some which I have always been delighted to hear and read; the 
whole gospel of St. John is very dear to me.” This answer led to 
a very agreeable and edifying conversation. between us, on the subject 
of thé love of Christ, so strikingly set forth in that precious portion of 
Holy Writ. 

** From the 11th November to the 4th December, we had the 
pleasure to entertain Brother Ricksecker, with his wife and infant 
daughter, on their way from North Americato Tobago. During his 
stay in the island, he had an opportunity of visiting all our stations, 
and to make himself in some measure acquainted with the regulations 
of a mission among the negroes. He seems a devoted young Mis- 
sionary, and we trust that the Lord will lay an abundant blessing 
upon his labours in Tobago. 

**T subjoin an accurate statement of the congregation of St. John’s. 
In the course of the past year, many deaths have taken place; but 
though the births have exceeded them by forty-nine, the total num- 
ber of the people under our care appears somewhat less than at the 
close of 1825. This is owing to our having struck off our lists the 








































a eTvVvwauTy° ae.” 


- 


it 
is 


1S 
5 
S. 


ut 


1e 


MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS FROM THE WEST INDIES. il 


names of such as had ceased to come regularly to church, or to 
speak with us individually, according to the rule prescribed, In the 
year 1826, there have been baptized. 72 adults, 134 children; re- 
ceived into the congregation, 150; re-admitted, 51; admitted to the 
Holy Communion, 172; departed this life, 145 adults, 42 children; 
excluded, 173 persons, Our present numbers are as follow: 2360 
communicants; 1352 baptized and candidates for the Communion; 
children under twelve years of age, about 1000: In all, 4712. To 
which, if we add the new people, and those who are, for the time ex- 
cluded from the privileges of the church, amounting together to 1696, 
the total will be 6408. 

‘* We entreat for ourselves, and this large company of souls, over 
whom we are commissioned to watch, as those who must give account, 
a continued interest in your prayers, and your faithful intercession at 
the throne of grace. Remember us in Christian love to our Brethren 
of the Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel, and to all the 
friends and benefactors of the work in which we are favoured to be 
engaged. J. G. SHILL.” 


From Brother Joszrru NEwsy. 


‘“*Crepar Hatt, February 2, 1827. 

** DeEaR BROTHER—In one of your last letters, you have requested 
information on the subject of the buildings, with which we are at 
present engaged, assuring us of the kind interest which our English 
friends take in the outward support, as well as in the spiritual pros- 
perity of this mission. I proceed, therefore, to comply with your 
wishes. At the time of the extension of our missionary establish- 
ments in this island, by the building of Newfield and Cedar-Hall, we 
were led to suppose that, with the exception of St. John’s, where the 
magnitude of the work has long required the services of several la- 
bourers, it would be sufficient to provide accommodation for one 
married missionary at each station, This was accordingly done; but 
before the arrival of the Brethren Zippel and Simon, all the mission- 
houses were already occupied. We have therefore been under the 
necessity of erecting a house in St. John’s for our new assistants; 
and we trust the Lord will provide us with the means of defraying 
the expenses connected with this work, and likewise with the en- 
largement of one of our out-buildings, undertaken for the purpose of 
lodging the Brethren from the country, who attend our Mission- 
Conference, You have been informed, that the erection of two 
school-houses was determined on; the one at Newfield, the other at 
Gracehill. The former is now completed; the latter is but just com- 
menced., 

‘*T have lately had two pretty severe attacks of spasms in the 
stomach. The last weakened me very much, and brought home to 
me, in a more lively manner than ever before, the words of our 
Lord: ‘* Be ye also ready; for ye know neither the day nor the hour 
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when the Son of Man cometh.’”” Remember me in your prayers, and 
believe me to remain, your affectionate Brother, J. NEWBY.” 


ST. KITTS. 


From Brother Joun JonansEn. 


** BassETERRE, February 3, 1827. 

** Dear BrotuER—Before I proceed to answer your last interest- 
ing letter of November Ist, I will mention, that on the 22d of Janu- 
ary, Brother Scholefield and his wife left us for Jamaica, accompanied 
by our best wishes and prayers. They had cheerfully consented to 
remain at their post in Bethesda, till the arrival of Brother Klose 
from Europe; but an opportunity to Jamaica occurred towards the 
end of last month, of so favourable a nature, that it was deemed 
advisable to take advantage of it. We hope, ere long, to be inform- 
ed of their safe arrival in Montego Bay. Brother Staude has mean- 
while received permission to visit North America for the recovery 
of his health, and will proceed thither by way of St. Thomas, as 
soon as we have the pleasure of welcoming Brother and Sister Klose. 
Till their arrival, he will assist Brother Hoch in caring for the con- 
gregation at Bethesda. In Brother Shick, who removed to town a 
short time ago, I have a faithful and capable assistant, who has 
already made a good proficiency in the English language. I have 
great reason for thankfulness to our Saviour, that I enjoyed so good 
a state of health during the time I had nearly the whole duty to per- 
form in Basseterre. In November, indeed, Tf had a severe attack of 
lumbago, which almost disabled me from walking, and for two whole 
weeks I was prevented officiating at church. The Lord, however, 
heard my prayers, and restored me to the complete use of My limbs. 
The arrival of Brother and Sister Hoch on the 22d of the same 
month was, as you may imagine, a joyful event tous. Iam glad to 
say, they have both hitherto enjoyed pretty good health. 

** Your observation is just, that, owing to the laudable endeavours 
made to impart instruction to the negro race, the poor people are be- 
coming more and more enlightened; and if to the knowledge they 
are thus acquiring be added the illumination of the Spirit ef God, 
the consequences of themselves, and to all around them, cannot fail 
to be most beneficial. For this blessed result we are continually 
looking; and, thanks be to the God of all wisdom and grace, we are 
permitted to behold many, once slaves of sin, and sunk in darkness 
and depravity, now rejoicing in the liberty of the children of God, 
and walking in that light, which beams from the Sun of Righteous- 
ness. 

«* Although in the course of last year we had the grief to exclude 
many from our fellowship, our congregation has, on the whole, in- 
creased. At Basseterre, 43 adults and 88 children were baptized, 
116 received into the congregation, 22 re-admitted, 77 admitted to 
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the Holy Communion; 158 became candidates for baptism or recep- 
tion; 67 departed this life. At the close of the year, our numbers 
stood as follows: 733 communicants; 366 baptized and candidates for 
the privileges of the church. To these must be added about 600 
new people and excluded; in all, 2087 persons. What a large com- 
pany! could we but believe that all were the property of Jesus, how 
should we rejoice! May His divine love constrain them to a willing 
surrender of soul and body to Him, and to His blessed service. 

‘* The congregation at Bethesda consisted, at the close of the year, 
of 414 communicants, 272 baptized and candidates for the Holy 
Communion, and about 525 new people: In all, 1211. 

** Our schools have proceeded without interruption, both on Sun- 
days and during the week, on the different estates; and many of the 
scholars have made good proficiency in reading. Some of the chil- 
dren have, indeed, been remiss in their attendance at the evening- 
schools, which, we believe, is partly attributable to the disinclination 
of their parents to defray the expense of candles. To obviate this 
difficulty, I have ventured to promise to provide candles for the 
poorer children, not doubting that the worthy benefactors to West 
India schools would approve of such an expenditure. In the course 
of the year 1826, we have expended, in charges of this kind, for the 
Basseterre schools £8 7s. 9d.; for that at Bethesda, £6 4s.; in all, 
£14 11s. 6d. currency, or £7 5s. 6d. sterling. In these amounts 
are included the disbursements for candles, books, pencils, &c. 

** At Christmas we held our usual love-feast with the children 
who attended the schools: about 340 were present at Basseterre; 
and the number would have been greater, had not many been kept 
at home by sickness. Among those who had distinguished them- 
selves by good behaviour and diligent attendance, we distributed 
books and tracts, with which they were highly pleased. To en- 
courage our teachers, who are chiefly free people of colour, in the 
faithful prosecution of the important work which they have under- 
taken, we held a separate meeting likewise with them. Finding 
that most of them were desirous of becoming possessed of a new hymn- 
book, we presented each with a copy from the stock lately sent out 
tous. As they are in the habit of teaching the children to repeat 
hymns, we could not but consider the gift well bestowed. 

** Our dear Brethren and friends in England may rest satisfied, 
that, as far as our ability extends, we shall promote the establish- 
ment of Sunday-schools, for the instruction both of adults and chil- 
dren. We only regret that we are not all equally capable of con- 
ducting institutions of this nature. For this service our late colleague, 
Brother Scholefield, was particularly well qualified. Yet we will 
each labour, according to the ability which God giveth, and look to 
Him for a blessing upon our feeble efforts.” 

** February 9, 1827. 

** In my last letter, I omitted to answer one of your inquiries on 
the subject of the instruction of the negroes. We have no school- 
house at Basseterre; the children assemble in our church every 
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Sunday, as soon as their own particular meeting is concluded, and 
receive instruction from 1 to $ o’clock P.M. A prayer is then 
offered up by one of the missionaries, and they are dismissed. The 
evening-schools are kept: on: several estates in our neighbourhood. 
However desirable it might be to have a school-house erected, at 
present we do not think of it, partly for want of ground for the pur- 
pose, and partly because, if we undertake any work connected with 
expense, it ought preferably to be the enlargement of our church. 

** In addition to the particulars which I gave you in my last, con- 
cerning the internal course of this mission, I may yet mention, that, 
at the first speaking this year with the new people, we were visited 
by 844 new people, candidates for baptism, and children: 18 came 
for the first time, requesting to have their names inserted in our list. 

**On our first prayer-day, January 21st, six adults were baptized, 
17 received or re-admitted to the congregation; and 23 became can- 
didates for baptism. 

** We commend ourselves and the negro flock we are favoured to 
serve, to your fervent prayers, and affectionate remembrance. 

J. JOHANSEN.” 


JAMAICA. 


From Brother Joun Euxuis. 


‘* FAIRFIELD, January 1, 1827. 

‘* Dear BRoTHER—The receipt of your kind letter of September 
5th, afforded us much pleasure: and the sentiments which it contain- 
ed on the subject of our calling as missionaries among the heathen, 
were quite conformable to our own feelings. May we have grace 
given us, to discharge with zeal and simplicity, the high commission 
with which we have been honoured by our blessed Master; and un- 
moved by the smiles, and undismayed by the frown of an evil world, 
may we boldly declare that faithful saying, ‘ that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners.’ 

‘* During the last two months, we have had heavy falls of rain, 
especially in the parish of Westmoreland, a portion of the island 
which always gets its full share. From the 9th to the 15th of No- 
vember, it descended in such torrents, that large lakes were formed in 
the vicinity of our buildings at Hopeton, which have not yet com- 
pletely subsided. This is the more remarkable, as the site is so 
elevated, probably full 2000 feet above the sea. Owing to this 
inundation, the progress of the building has been much impeded, as 
it was next to impossible to convey materials to the place. January 
is, however, ordinarily a dry month, and we are not without hopes 
of being able to make up in some measure for lost time. The frame- 
work of the dwelling house is fixed upon a stone foundation-wall, 
and when, about a fortnight ago, I paid a visit to Hopeton, I was 
glad to find that the carpenter entertained hopes of completing his 
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contract within the specified time. We continue to preach in the 
family-house at Hopeton, and to hold meetings.at Paynestown and 
the Cruise; and at all these places we have the joy to perceive, that 
the word of life is heard with eagerness; we trust that, in some hearts, 
it has already found a soil prepared for its reception. 

‘* Our whole congregation at Fairfield, and our assistant brethren 
more especially, beg to join us on this first day of the year, ina 
hearty salutation to yourself, to the members of the Society for the 
Furtherance of the Gospel, and of the London Association, and to all 
our dear Brethren and friends in Great Britain, entreating you at the 
same time to accept our grateful acknowledgments for your con- 
tinued exertions to promote the prosperity of the work committed to 
us. Our numbers have again, in the year past, received a consider- 
able augmentation; and we may declare, to the praise of God, that 
the work of His Spirit in the hearts of our people has been evi- 
denced in a very encouraging manner. We can believe, that the 
generality of the members of our congregation are actuated by the 
constraining principle of the love of Jesus, and that their outward 
conduct is conformable to His precepts. At the close of the year 
1826, our congregation consisted of the following: 443 communicants; 
106 candidates for the communion; 156 baptized adults; 189 bap- 
tized children: In all, 894. If we include 190 candidates for bap- 
tism, and 482 new people, the total amount will be 1566, 576 more 
than at the close of last year. Of these, however, part have, by 
mutual consent, come to us from New Eden, Fairfield being nearer 
their place of abode, and our church larger and more airy. The 
The Christmas festival was a season of joy and gladness to our whole 
congregation, especially to the children. On the third Christmas 
holiday, ten infants were added to the Church by holy baptism;, and 
on the same day the whole company of children met at a love-feast, 
on which occasion some were able to repeat verses and answer ques- 
tions relating to our Saviour’s birth. Our late Brother-Berger drew 
a beautiful transparent representation of. the scene at Bethlehem, 
which we lighted up on Christmas Eve for the gratification of the 
children. Many adults, some of them far advanced in years, begged 
to be permitted to see it, after the evening-service; a request, with 
which we gladly complied. All appeared much affected, the latter 
more especially; and while the tears trickled down thgir aged cheeks, 
they seemed to be under the influence of the same holy joy, which 
filled the heart of Simeon of old, when he first beheld the infant 
Jesus. The history of our Saviour’s birth, which we read from the 
Harmony of the four Evangelists to several different auditories, was 
heard with great attention, and, we trust, not without blessing. 
Yesterday, we had a blessed celebration of the Lord’s Supper, when 
three persons were confirmed, 4nd partook for the first time. Our 
first meeting in the year, which was held to-day about twelve o’clock, 
was numerously attended. Never before on a week-day had we 
been able to collect so large a congregation. 


‘* A few lines which I just now received from Brother Timzus, 
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and by which I am thankful to learn, that both he and his dear wife 
continue well in health, contain the following statement of the num- 
bers at New Eden; 309 communicants; 357 baptized and candidates 
for the communion; 149 baptized children: In all, 815; to which are 
to be added, 353 new people, and 116 candidates for baptism: total, 
1284.” 

** February 5, 1827. 

** Accept our sincere thanks for the periodical publications relat- 
ing to the spread of the gospel in heathen lands, which we received 
with our last, supplies, also for the spelling-books and cards, which 
were truly acceptable, and which will enable us considerably to ex- 
tend our school operations. For this purpose, we have determined 
to select’ from the negroes of the different plantations some of the 
most apt scholars, perhaps one male and one female from each 
estate, and to give them particular instruction on Sunday, on condi- 
tion that they in turn exert themselves during the week to impart 
what they have acquired to such of their companions as desire to 
be taught. On these occasions, our assistant Brethren and Sisters 
have promised to be present on the plantation to which they belong, 
and, when necessary, on others. As our congregation is collected 
from about fifty estates, we shall still have as much to do in the way 
of Sunday-schools as we have time for, without neglecting our other 
duties. But the old coffee-store, in which we have hitherto kept 
school, is so much out of repair, owing to its being constantly open 
to wind and weather, that of late we have not thought it safe to 
make use of it, when the wind is strong. We have therefore com- 
menced a thorough repair of it, in hopes that you will be able to 
assist us from the school-fund in defraying the expense, which will 
not be much short of £60 currency, or about £40 sterling. May we 
likewise draw upon this fund to provide candles for those of our 
scholars, who cannot attend during daylight? 

** In January, I paid another visit to Mesopotamia; and as we now 
hope soon to be able to renew our labours among that scattered flock, 
by attending them at regular periods, I felt no hesitation in comply- 
ing with the repeated request of two negroes, to receive holy baptism. 
All the negroes who had been formerly baptized by our Brethren 
were present at this solemnity, as well as several others, who ex- 
press themselves desirous to hear the gospel preached to them, and 
to receive Christian instruction. Sunday, January 14th, I spent at 
Hopeton, and was again rejoiced to see-a crowded auditory assem- 
bled, who manifested great eagerness to hear the truth, as it is in 
Jesus. Seven adults were baptized, and five, already baptized, be- 
came members of the congregation. The weather, during the whole 
of this journey, was remarkably fine and dry, so that on reaching 
Hopeton I had the satisfaction to see the large lakes formed in No- 
vember last, nearly dried up. The workmen are proceeding with 
the new building as fast as circumstances will permit. It is, how- 
ever, at best, a most laborious undertaking to erect any building in 
the inland districts of this island. The timber has to be cut in the 
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midst of woods, and frequently among rocks and precipices which 
appear quite inaccessible. The hard nature of the wood itself 
obstructs the labourer who fells it, as does its extreme heaviness, in 
conveying it away. Gedar, which is the best and lightest wood for 
building, is getting scarce in many parts of the island; and we shall 
be obliged to purchase what is required for boards, at the distance 
of three or four miles. Mrs. Smith, and some other kind friends in 
the neighbourhood have given us a sufficiency of good timber for 
frame-work; yet we shall probably be put to greater expense than 
was at first calculated. It appears that the £2400 currency (£1700 
sterling) will scarcely defray it. 

‘* A few days ago, I received a letter from Brother Light, an- 
nouncing the arrival of Brother Scholefield and his wife in Montego 
Bay, where they landed on the 30th of January, after a voyage of 
seven days. We hope soon to see them in the south of the island, 
and to be enabled to spare one of our number for the new station at 
Hopeton. 

‘« Brother and Sister Pfeiffer were last night rejoiced by the birth 
of a son; and I am happy to add, that both mother and child are 
tolerably well. 

‘* Brother and Sister Timzus, at New Eden, are likewise in good 
health. May the Lord be pleased to continue to us the enjoyment of 
this greatest earthly blessing. We beg to salute all our Brethren 
and friends affectionately. J. ELLIS.” 


From Brother J. SCHOLEFIELD. 


“Irwin, February 10, 1827. 

‘* Dear BrotHer—Your affectionate letter of the 16th August, 
reached my hands, as you are probably aware, before I left St. Kitt’s; 
and its contents gratified me much. I thank you cordially for the 
interest you express in the welfare of myself and family, and the 
prosperity of the important work, to which it has pleased the Lord 
to call me. Surely there can be no service so delightful as that in 
which a Missionary is engaged, especially when he finds himself 
surrounded by numbers, whose hearts and ears are open to receive 
the gospel. The eagerness with which many of the poor negroes, 
among whom I have been favoured to labour, listen to the word of 
life, has often made me blush, when I considered, how much greater 
have been my advantages from my earliest youth, and how small, 
comparatively, the use I have made of them. My prayer is, that 
the Lord would continue His mercy and long-suffering towards me, 
and enable me, by His grace, to serve Him with more zeal, simpli- 
city, and faithfulness. 

“‘ After a long, but very agreeable detention at Bethesda, owing 
to the illness of Brother Staude we were under the necessity of set- 
ting sail for this island, on very short notice. It cost us much to part 


with our dear negro congregations in St. Kitt’s, both of which we 
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have served, with great blessing to our own hearts. On their part, 


-they gave us the assurance of their fervent prayers and good wishes 


accompanying us to our future place of abode. Several hundred ne- 
groes assembled on the beach to bid us farewell, many of them 
bringing cakes and fruits of various kinds, as sea-store, which they 
constrained us to accept in token of their good will. After a plea- 
sant voyage of seven days, we cast anchor in Montego-bay on the Ist 
February. When we landed, we found ourselves in the midst of 
strangers, and unprovided with means for the prosecution of our jour- 
ney. Recollecting, however, to have heard, that Mr. Crofts, the 
Wesleyan Missionary, was acquainted with Brother Light, I repair- 
ed immediately to his house, and met with a most friendly welcome, 
both froin him and Mrs. Crofts. 

** It was not long before Brother Light passed through the town, 
on his way to preach at Tryall estate; and a messenger having been 
sent to inform him of our arrival, we had the pleasure soon to meet. 
I then returned to the vessel, accompanied by Brother Light and 
Mr. Crofts, to fetch my wife and daughter. At one o’clock we landed 
with part of our baggage, which Mr. Crofts kindly undertook to care 
for. He afterwards lent us his horse to convey us to Irwin, and did 
all that lay in his power to serve us, The friendly attentions which 
we received from this servant of the Lord and his wife will long be 
gratefully remembered by us. Our ride to Irwin was very pleasant. 
This part of the island is composed of innumerable hills of larger or 
smaller size, thrown together in a very picturesque manner; and, as 
far as I have hitherto seen, without the smallest level tract. The 
hills are mostly covered with trees: the white buildings scattered 
along their sides or upon their summits, are mostly isolated, and look 
almost like so many convents. We reached Irwin about five o’clock, 
and met with a hearty welcome from Brother Light. Here we have 
remained as guests for a whole week; during which, I have had se- 
veral opportunities of addressing the negroes, both on this estate and 
at Tryall, where I had the pleasure to hear Brother Light catechize 
the children, after the public service. 

‘**T have not yet heard from Brother Ellis, but expect shortly to 
receive a letter, informing me of my future place of abode. 

** Before I left Bethesda, a gentleman residing in the neighbour- 
hood, requested me to instruct the negroes on Hope’s estate, about 
five miles distant from our settlement. I accordingly paid several 
visits there, and I think it is likely to become a promising field 
of labour. We had already commenced a Sunday and evening- 
school on the estate, and some of the negroes had been admitted into 
the class of new people. Both at Bethesda and Lavington, the 
hearers are on the increase. At Lavington, schools have likewise 
been established, Mr. E. the manager, kindly assisting in caring for 
them. Agreeably to your request, I have done what lay in my 
power, to promote the cause of education generally; and I have been 
much encouraged ‘to find, that suitable teachers were not so scarce 
as we at one time supposed. With those who were already engaged 
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in this work, I have taken some pains to make them acquainted with 
the British system of instruction, in as far as it is applicable to the 
circumstances of a negro-school. 

‘“* For the last four months, the number of children who have 
attended on Sundays at Bethesda, has averaged 168, and on four 
evenings in the week, 39. Including those who attended the other 
nine evening-schools, some of which are held four times a week, and 
others every evening, I suppose not less than 250 may be stated to 
receive daily instruction. More than 500 children belong to the 
Sunday and evening-schools, but if half the number attend at once, 
we have no reason to complain. At the Christmas meeting for the 
children at Bethesda, there were present 156 boys and 264 girls; 
420 in all. To most of these we distributed tracts, &c. as a reward 
for past, or an encouragement to future diligence and good conduct.” 


** February 11th. 
‘**T have just returned from a visit to Williamsfield, with Brother 
Light, where I was highly gratified to see 65 children, belonging to 
the estate, assembled in the chapel, and to hear them catechized and 
instructed in the truths of the Christian religion. Many of them 

answer the questions put to them very well. 

‘* Commending myself and my dear wife to your prayers, I am, &c. 

J. SCHOLEFILD.” 


== 


From Brother James Licur. 


*‘Irwin, January 5, 1827. 

** Dear BrotTHER—I am pleasing myself with the expectation of 
soon hearing something definite on the subject of the proposed Mis- 
sionary establishment at Irwin. The land generously bestowed by the 
worthy proprietor of this estate, having been already secured by a 
legal instrument, we only wait instructions from home to commence 
building. We trust the Lord will raise up friends to assist us in 
meeting the expense necessarily connected with such an undertaking, 

** About Christmas we had unusually cold and wet weather, and to 
this circumstance we must in part ascribe the rather thin attendance 
of negroes at the meetings. There are, however, other causes, which 
combine to draw them away from church at this season. There is 
in general too much worldly mirth and revelry, to allow that holy 
joy to prevail, which is inseparably connected with the contemplation 
of the love of our incarnate God and Saviour. On Christmas-eve 
and Christmas-day, we had, notwithstanding, pretty good auditories, 
and enjoyed a blessing from the presence of the Lord. 

** In the course of the year 1826, the following occurrences have 
taken place in our small flock. 

** Baptized or received into the congregation, 26; admitted to the 
Holy Communion, 23; admitted candidates for the same, 14; chil- 
dren baptized at Irwin, 34; at Mosquito-cove, 20; departed this life, 
4 adults and 2 children; excluded, 7 persons. 
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‘* Our numbers are as follows: communicants, 61; baptized and 
and received adults, 73; candidates for the Holy Communion, 18: 
total 152. At Mosquito-cove, there are 50 baptized adults, Total 
under our care, 202, exclusive of children and new people. 

** My dear wife was seized with an intermittent fever, the week 
before Christmas, which was, at one period, of a rather alarming 
nature. She is now, thank God, nearly regtored to her accustomed 
health. Pray for us, and for the work committed to our feeble 
ministry. Your very affectionate Brother, JAMES LIGHT.” 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


Extract of a lettter from Brother Joun HENRY SCHMITT. 


‘* Enon, WVovember 24, 1826. 

** Dear BROTHER—TIn my letter of May last, I promised to write 
again to you, after Brother Hallbeck’s visit to Enon, but a variety of 
circumstances, some of which were of a very unpleasant nature, have 
occasioned delay, which I hope you will forgive. We did not anti- 
cipate our detention at Enon till the end of November. We expect 
Brother Fritsch from Gnadenthal, as soon as Brother Teutsch arrives 
from Europe, and the proposed arrangement can be completed. 
Since June last, we have received three letters from you, and one 
from your son, and return to father and son, our most cordial thanks. 
A chest with medicines, and one with Dutch testaments, reached us 
in perfect safety. They are indeed treasures here at Enon. To 
that benevolent friend, who sent us the medicines, we beg to return 
special thanks in the name of ourselves, and all our people. Enon 
begins to be a very considerable settlement, and of course, as the 
number of sick increases with the number of inhabitants, the medi- 
cines are an invaluable gift. The testaments no less. We have 
many children who can read, and nothing is a more acceptable re- 
ward to the diligent, than the present of a testament. 

‘* You have been informed of Brother and Sister Nauhaus’ arrival. 
They are both very active in their several duties, and pay great 
attention to the girls’ school. 

** The longer I have been at Enon, the more clearly have I seen, 
that on our journey in 1816, the Lord Himself directed our steps to 
this place. It was in every respect the right time and thé right spot 
to fix upon. For these eight years past, the whole colony has suf- 
fered from want of provisions, and we have had our share of priva- 
tions, and know what it is to feel the want of bread. But yet in this 
very time of outward distress, Enon has been built up, insomuch 
that every one who considers it properly, is astonished at the appear- 
ance of its external prosperity. Few indeed are able to discern and 
value that which is of vastly greater importance, even that which the 
Lord has done for the good of the souls of these poor people. I hope 
indeed that I shall often have the joy, when in Europe, to hear that 
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He has done much more: for what He has done already, is to me a 
sure proof that He has much more in His thoughts of peace towards 
them. 

‘* Brother Fritsch will find the state of Enon very much improved 
from what it was seven or eight years ago. At that time we were 
obliged to go in search of the necessaries of life to Uitenhage, or Al- 
goa-bay, or to the neighbouring farms, and pay dear for them. But 
since then, the Lord has laid His blessing on the work of our hands, 
insomuch that where the ground was covered with wild thorn-bushes 
and weeds, there are now growing vines, beans, potatoes, pumpkins, 
and other vegetables. Our gardens look delightful, with a great 
variety of useful produce. I have had great pleasure in contributing 
my mite towards these improvements, by ploughing and sowing corn, 
and the blessing of God attended these exertions for the common 
good. We have had a plentiful harvest of rye and barley. Of the 
rye grown on the old place, we have already baked bread, but are 
yet engaged with the harvest of barley on Strubels-place, and think 
that we shall get 80 muids. Besides this, we have sown wheat on 
some land lent us by a friendly farmer, on the Bushman’s river, and 
hear that it promises a good crop. We mix barley-flour with that 
of wheat and rye, which answers very well. The rye has furnished 
us with a sufficient quantity of straw to thatch a large dwelling-house, 
which we had formerly resolved to build, but could not begin for 
want of bread for the work-people. We could not yet think of build- 
ing a church, but it will soon be indispensably, necessary as the 
number of inhabitants increases. At present 445 Hottentots reside 
here. 

** The Gospel of our Lord and Saviour is heard and received with 
eager attention and manifest profit, for the salvation of many souls, 
of which we have encouraging proofs, particularly among the new 
people. We wish that some of the older inhabitants showed more 
hunger and thirst after the word of God and the experience of the 
grace of their Saviour. 

“* July 2d, seven, and October 22d, five adults received holy bap- 
tism. During this year, 27 adults and 16 children were baptized, 
and a considerable number admitted to the class of candidates for 
baptism. Such days are to us and our Hottentot congregation truly 
festival-days, when we see so many added to the Church of Christ, 
and can believe that He receives them in mercy, as the reward for 
the travail of His soul. 

‘* Not only we, but our people have had a good harvest, on 
Strubels-place, and I hope that they will regain strength by a better 
supply of food, and be able to attend to their buildings. In general, 
we may call this a fruitful and blessed year for all who are concern- 
ed in sowing and planting. ‘The iron water-pipes are a truly valua- 
ble acquisition; not a drop of water is lost, but the wooden pump 
needs continual repair. Iron is the most useful article in this climate. 

‘* We accompanied Brother Hallbeck on a journey to Bushman’s 
river, Theopolis, and Grahamstown, of which he has, no doubt, sent 
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youareport, (See f. 542. Vol. I.) Iam better in health, than before 
severe illness, and would willingly have remained some time longer my 
at Enon, as an assistant to the superintending missionary, but some 
circumstances prevent it. We shall therefore go to Gnadenthal with 
the same wagon, which brings our successors, and there prepare for 
our return to Europe. 

** Enon will suffer no loss by my absence, as you seem to fear. I 
am worn out, and claim no merit whatever, but desire to appear as 
an unprofitable servant before my Lord and Saviour, and to be re- 
ceived by Him as a pardoned sinuer, merely for the sake of His pre- 
cious merits. 

**To leave this congregation will give us very great pain, our 
attachment to it is not less than that of our dear people to us, but 
we leave them with the assurance, that the Lord will continue to 
bless His work in this favoured place. We commend ourselves to 
the prayers of all our dear friends, and remain, &c. 

JOHN HENRY SCHMITT.” 


From Sister A. Scumitt. 


‘* Enon, December 2, 1826. 

** Dear BRoTHER—Last week’s post brought us your most wel- 
come letter of July 26th. I now write to you in haste, for it is ne- 
cessary for us to go for a few days to Strubels-place, to be present at 
the harvest of barley, which turns out very good. The rye on the 
old place is also good, though the locusts did much damage to it. 
We are glad that they have not destroyed the whole crop, as was the 
case with some of our neighbours.’ I cannot better describe these 
vermin, than by saying, that they come like snow, when it falls in 
large flakes. 

‘* What shall I say about leaving Enon! I cannot describe my feel- 
ings, the Lord alone knows them; pray for me, that He may make 
me willing to do His will. 

** October 6th, we had the pleasure to receive the chest of medi- 
cines, a present from our generous friend, the Rev. Mr. P., all in 
good order, and the medicines of the most useful kind. = the 
Lord reward the donor abundantly. 

** We have lately received a letter from Mr. Melville, dated 
Griqua-town, June 20th. He writes that he is happy and comforta- 
ble at that place, and wishes to be still more useful in spreading the 
gospel among those who sit in darkness and death, but believes that 
the Lord’s time is not yet come. 

‘** The clothing sent by some kind friends in England was received 
with unbounded gratitude and joy,by the poor and needy among our 
congregation. You would have been delighted to see the surprise 
and joy in their countenances, when I made the distribution, and 
they begged me with tears to write their thanks, and to assure their 
benefactors, that they would pray the Lord to bless and reward 
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them, They also promised me to be very careful of the clothes 
they received, and I have the satisfaction to see them keep their 
word. They save their best clothes for Sundays, and particularly 
for Communion-days. I distributed only a portion, and mean to save 
the rest till the end of the year, or till our departure from hence, I 
can assure you, that I spent many a happy hour in sorting the cloth- 
ing sent to us, according to my knowledge of the wants of the poor 
people. 

‘*T am, and shall ever remain, grateful to the generous friends, 
who put it in my power, to help the distressed; nor shall I and my dear 
husband ever forget the joy we felt, and the seasonable relief afford- 
ed, by the first chests of clothing for the poor children and others, 
which arrived from England at the time of our sufferings. 

‘* Sometimes I feel great pleasure in the prospect of seeing again 
many dear old friends in England, but a sad damp comes over me, 
when I reflect on being separated from my dear Hottentots in this 
world. I remain ever, &c. &c. ALICE SCHMITT.” 


From Brother Joun LEMMERTZ. 


‘* GNADENTHAL, January 25, 1827. 

** Your letters, brought by Brother Teutsch, proved a great en- 
couragement to us, inasmuch as they gave manifest proof of your 
cordial participation in the welfare of this mission, and of all the 
missionaries employed in it. 

** You will have been informed, that we do not return to Enon, 
but remain here at Gnadenthal. Though I felt it somewhat hard to 
part with my dearly beloved people at Enon, yet I may say, that my 
appointment to the service of this mission is very agreeable to me; 
and I enter with pleasure into the different duties connected with it. 

‘“* We may, with truth, declare, that our Saviour lays a special 
blessing upon the preaching of the Word of His Cross; and we have 
many proofs that the Holy Spirit makes it efficacious in the hearts of 
the hearers. We are more particularly encouraged, when we 
speak with the communicants individually, that there is truly divine 
life in their souls. During the harvest, which, in general, was bet- 
ter than in former years, some of our people were led astray; and 
we were obliged to exclude a few who had fallen into sin. Of these, 
some left us of their own accord. We have, however, thank God, 
not had many instances of persons who suffered themselves to be 
seduced by the wicked spirit, that dictated the base calumnies 
against us in the public papers. I trust that the Lord will cause 
these trials to work together for our good, and continue, in spite of 
the assaults of the enemy, to own and bless His work in this place. 
It will lead us all to examine and prove ourselves; for, in a time of 
persecution, His Church generally prospers. It is better for us to 
be thus treated, than always have the praise of men, for the devil 
makes use of it to lift up the heart with self-complacency; and we 
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have been too much praised here in South Africa. The Lord has 
therefore permitted an enemy to rise up for a season,* 

** We recommend ourselves to the love and prayers of all our dear 
Brethren and Sisters and friends, and remain ever your faithful and 
affectionate, &c. JOHN anp AGNES LEMMERTZ.” 


From Brother H. P. HALtuBeEck. 


** GNADENTHAL, Wovember 8, 1826. 

* DEAR BrorHER—By my former letters, you will have learnt, that 
the present year has been a season of much distress; but we have now 
again experienced that God our Saviour is indeed a mighty Helper 
in the day of affliction. Though it is indeed beyond the power of 
man to prevent the effect of such difficulties, as far as they may have 
an influence on the external prosperity of a place like this, and 
obstruct the gradual advancement of the Hottentots in various ways, 
yet we have great reason for thankfulness, that they have not proved 
so hurtful to the internal course of the congregation as might have 
been apprehended. Want of food has proved a temptation to many 
slaves and Hottentots during the year past; and never before were 
there so many thefts and robberies in this country; but, excepting 
a solitary instance of some eatables being stolen at a house in this 
settlement, by the seduction of a man not belonging to us, not one of 
our Hottentots has been concerned in those doings; which, while it 
calls for our gratitude to God, is matter of surprise to every one 
acquainted with the circumstances of the country. We have, of 
course, done our best to afford relief to the poor, from the fund 
created by the generosity of our British friends for that purpose, as 
far as has been prudent and practicable. We have found employ- 
ment for those who were able to work, by getting several reservoirs 
of water to be made for the use of the Hottentots. We also set them 
to dig the gardens for the old widows, to enable them to sow and 
reap. Such as were incapable of work, and left destitute, have been 
supported; but, with every inclination to relieve, it is not possible to 
do it in all cases of distress; and we have therefore great cause to 
thank our merciful heavenly Father, that He has helped us so gra- 
ciously. ‘The harvest of oats and barley has now begun in our neigh- 
bourhood, and is very abundant, particularly that of barley, but wheat, 


* These remarks allude to certain paragraphs in one of the Dutch news- 
papers, sent in by a man, calling himself Rusticus, full of railing against the 
missionaries, misrepresenting their motives and practice, and accusing them 
of making gain of the Hottentots. Though they are most clumsy and in- 
coherent productions, and known to be malicious falsehoods, both by the 
Government and all persons acquainted with the state of the mission, some 


impression has been-made upon a few of the Hottentots, by the instigations 
of the writer and his associates. 
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we fear, will not turn out so good. In the districts of Uitenhage and 
George, that dreadful scourge the rust, has again made its appear- 
ance, and is approaching towards us. But as the wheat is tolerably 
far advanced, the dreaded mischief will not be so great; and the 
harvest cannot be quite destroyed. 

‘* Last week I visited Hemel-en-Aarde. On the 29th four adults 
were baptized. Brother Leitner and his wife were pretty well, as 
were all our fellow-labourers at Elim. On our last prayer-day at 
Gnadenthal, six adults were baptized; and seven, baptized as chil- 
dren, received into the congregation. ‘To the Lord’s Supper, last 
Sunday, eleven persons were admitted as candidates. 

** Most of our people are now dispersed in the neighbourhood, to 
assist in the harvest. The settlement, therefore, is more empty, and 
the church more thinly attended than usual. Much as we regret 
this unavoidable dispersion of our people, on account of the tempta- 
tions to.which they are exposed, we are on the other hand thankful, 
that they find profitable employment. The strength of their minds 
and hearts is thereby put to the test, and we will hope, and likewise 
in various instances find, that our weak Hottentots acquire more 
energy of character, by the exercise of their Christian principles. 
Thus, though it is naturally more pleasing to us, that, when shelter- 
ed in the midst of the congregation, they are preserved from devia- 
tions, yet the absence of faults in the absence of temptations is no 
proof of strength, or of their being more advanced in grace. We 
have, however, great reason to bless God for their preservation, the 
instances of deviation being comparatively few. 

**T noticed, in my former letter, an attack that has been made 
upon us by a paragraph in a paper published at Capetown. The 
writer, who calls himself, Rusticus, seems very angry, and repeats 
his unfounded charges, the absurdity of which is manifest to all ac- 
quainted with the mission. Yet such calumnies tend to distress us, 
and even disturb the minds of a few of our Hottentots. 

** We never have had so much wet and cold weather as this year, 
The warm days have been very few, and the country preserves a 
green appearance, such as is generally seen only in the rainy season. 
Our plantation, orchards, and vineyards, are therefore in a fine con- 
dition, and the latter promise a good crop, though the caterpillars, 
which are found in unusual numbers, do some mischief. 

** By a letter from Enon, I'am informed that all our dear fellow- 
labourers there were well. All of us unite in cordial love to you, 
and beg to salute all our Brethren and friends in Europe.” 

** January 10, 1827. 

** Brother Teutsch arrived on the 11th November, at Capetown, 
and after a short stay at Groenekloof, came to Gnadenthal. From 
hence they went to Elim, to relieve Brother Luttring. He will 
succeed Brother Fritsch, who is going to Enon, in the room of 


Brother Schmitt. We expect to see the latter with us at Gnadenthal 
in March. 
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** The harvest has been tolerably good, both here and at Groene- 
kloof. I believe this is the case in most parts of the colony, except 
where the all-devouring locusts have made their appearance. The 
rust has done some mischief here and there. 

** We felt rather distressed at the close of the year, on account of 
the state of a few of our people, who suffered themselves to be in- 
fluenced by the calumnies already alluded to, inserted in one of the 
newspapers, and by the writer’s insinuations, exciting them to a 
spirit of insubordination and discontent. It appears, as if the enemy 
were let loose against us for a season, but I believe indeed that it is 
only for a season. Both our Government and all sensible people are 
well convinced of the absurdity of the assertions of the calumniator- 
By the advice of our friends, I have answered Rusticus’ first attack, 
by simply stating facts; but he seems indefatigable in repeating his 
angry assertions. I trust it will all work together for our good. 
We have in former years been often reminded of our Saviour’s words: 
** Woe unto you when all men speak well of you, &c.” and prayed 
that we might be preserved in humility, that that woe might not come 
upon us. Such persecutions as those to which we are now exposed, 
are indeed admirably calculated to subdue the spirit of self-compla- 
cency and trust in our own strength, and to awaken every slumbering 
energy of the soul. If only the cause of God does not suffer thereby, 
we will bear the hostility of man with patience. 

** The last year was, in general, very healthy at Gnadenthal, and 
we had an unusually small number of deaths. At present we have 
1185 individuals on our list, among whom are upwards of 500 com- 
municants.” 

** January 24, 1827. 

** IT send herewith the Diaries of Gnadenthal and Hemel-en-Aarde, 
to the end of last year, by which you will learn the chief occurrences 
in 1826. In my last I described the gloomy impressions made upon 
our minds by those troubles from without, which distressed us and 
our people, but it would be wrong thence to infer, that the state of 
the congregation generally was worse than in former years. We 
have, thank God, proofs to the contrary, and that very few have 
been under the evil influence alluded to. In the course of this month 
we spoke individually with all our communicants, and were thank- 
ful for the grace of God prevailing among them. On the 14th of 
this month, we had our prayer-day. Three adults were baptized; 
three received into the congregation; eighteen admitted candidates 
for the Holy Communion. At Elim, two adults were baptized on 
the 6th of January. Brother and Sister Teutsch are quite at home, 
and happy there. Brothér Fritsch is on his journey to Enon, and 
had arrived in the Langekloof. Brother Leitner and his wife are 
quite well at Hemel-en-Aarde, and so are all the missionaries here 
and their children. The harvest here and at Groenekloof has not 
been quite as productive as was anticipated, but more abundant, par- 
ticularly in the dry hills of the Caledon district. ‘The orchards and 
vineyards are well loaded with fruit, and the settlement is crowded 










































1is 


is: 
ed 
ne 
sd, 
la- 
ing 


ind 


ces 
pon 
and 
> of 


ave 
nth 
nk- 
h of 
red; 
ates 
| on 
me, 
and 
are 
nere 
} not 
par- 
and 


Peo ta Te 


ACCOUNTS FROM THE WEST INDIES. 27 


with people who come hither to enjoy themselves in the fruit season. 
The attendance at the church, and at the schools, is consequently 
great. Commending ourselves and this mission to the prayers of all 
our dear Brethren and friends every where, I am ever, &c. 

HANS PETER HALLBECK.” 


—____- 


WEST INDIES. 
SCHOOLS FOR NEGRO CHILDREN. 


In consequence of an inquiry, proceeding from a most respectable 
quarter, regarding the attempts made by the missionaries of the 
United Brethren to instruct negro children in reading, to which, as 
a correspondent in Antigua, though possessing all the means of bet- 
ter information, had asserted, ‘‘ they had not turned their attention,” 
the following facts extracted from a statement of Brother JosEra 
Newsy, at present superintending missionary of the Brethren in 
Antigua, made in contradiction of the false report, are here inserted. 

This is done, not so much to remove prejudices, which the bold 
assertions of such untruths are calculated to produce, as to furnish to 
our friends a summary account of what has been done, and is doing, 
in a line of duty, to which the Brethren’s missionaries from the be- 
ginning paid all that attention, which the permission given, and the 
slender means they possessed, rendered practicable.* 


** CeparR-Ha.t, Anticua, April 10, 1827. 

** As a missionary of the church of the United Brethren, I have 
resided eighteen years in this island, for seventeen of which I have 
been engaged, more or less, teaching negro children to read. Dur- 
ing the last ten or fifteen years, we have several times instituted a 
Sunday-school in St. John’s; we have likewise had, and still have, a 
day-school there for negro children. At Grace-hill; a school has 
been maintained for at least eighteen years, which is still existing 
and effective. The missionaries residing there, and at Newfield, 





* In a letter from Brother Chr. Fred. Richter, missionary in St. John’s, 
Antigua, dated September 16, 1808, he writes: “* We have hitherto found it 
impossible to keep school with our baptized children, partly because the 
number of missionaries has always been too small, and partly because 
it would interfere, in a great degree, with the views of many of the proprie- 
tors and managers of estates, and with the employment of the children upon 
them. We must, therefore, for the present, be satisfied to avail ourselves of 
other opportunities of instructing the children in the way of salvation, and 
directing them to Jesus, as their Creator and Redeemer. 

**Both on Sundays, and every fortnight on fuesday evenings we have 
meetings with them, in which we address them on some Scripture text, and 
put questions to them, with a view to discover whether they understand their 
meaning; and at the conclusion we give them a passage from the Bible, or a 
verse, which they learn by heart.” 
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have, for ten years, kept schools once a week to the children on the 
two estates belonging to Mr. Gordon, For many years we have had 
an extensive school at Gracebay, patronized by Mr. Dawes, as Agent 
to the Church Missionary Society. Many of the children taught 
there, are now grown up, and able to read the Scriptures. As soon 
as the settlements, Newfield and Cedar-hall, were established, in 
1819 and 1820, a Sunday-school and day and evening-schools were 
begun. 

‘* At our two settlements in St. Kitt’s, there are, Sunday-schools, 
in which abgut 900 children have been taught to read. At Bethes— 
da, a Sunday-school was begun in 1823, and in 1824, 240 children 
attended. In 1825, 700 received regular instruction. Since that 
time, we have kept school every Monday evening with those adults 
who were willing to assist in teaching. Some of them have made 
considerable proficiency, not only in reading, but also in the know- 
ledge of the systems of Dr. Bell and Mr. Lancaster. On seventeen 
estates we have negro schools established. 

** There are many negroes about Gracehill, now married, and have 
children, who can read, and whom I found on my arrival there, in 
the beginning of 1809, attending an evening-school kept by Brother 
Light. 

‘* The school at Gracebay was always considered by us as a school 
of the United Brethren, as it consisted chiefly of our own baptized 
children, although under the general superintendence of Mr. Dawes, 
and supported by the funds of the Church Missionary Society. It 
was always under the immediate care and superintendence of our 
missionary at Gracebay. 

** Brother Stobwasser began a school at Newfield, seven or eight 
years ago, which has been faithfully attended to ever since that time, 
and its numbers have so much increased, as to render it needful to 
erect a new school-house, This has lately been done, and there are 
on the lists the names of between 200 and 300 children. The ex- 
pense of building the new school-house is £333 currency.” 


In reply to these facts, known to all who are acquainted with the 
labours of the Brethren among the negroes, the reporter insinuates, 
that the schools of the Brethren are not conducted after the “ definite 
systems’’ now adopted. Brother Newby observes on this head:— 
** No matter, whether our plan of teaching is according to this or 
any other system. Many hundred slave children have been taught 
to read, by such instruction as was found practicable at the time, 
and which, by God’s blessing, has been successfully continued, in as 
definite a manner as that adopted by any school in the West Indies, 
improvements being always introduced, whereever possible.” 


It is not necessary to introduce more of this correspondence. 
The following letter from a gentleman superintending a considerable 
property near Gracebay, addressed to Brother Newby, both shows 
the willingness of the proprietors and managers of West Indian 











































ool 
zed 
es, 

It 
our 


sht 
ne, 
| to 
are 
ex- 


the 
es, 
1ite 


sor 
ght 
ne, 
1 as 
ies, 


ice, 
ible 
ows 
lian 


AER SHEP 


ACCOUNTS FROM THE WEST INDIES. 29 


estates to promote the instruction of the negro children, and is an- 
other refutation of the charge made by the person alluded to. 


**GrEEN CastLz, February 17, 1827. 

‘*DeaR Str—I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your 
favour of yesterday’s date on my return from St. John’s; and in reply, 
I beg to state, that the school-room which I have built on Cade’s 
Bay estate, the property of Robert Farquhar, Esq., for the instruc- 
tion of the slaves, being finished, I desired the manager to'request 
Mr. Olufsen to meet me there on the 12th instant to dedicate it, and 
that I might have an opportunity of inspecting the progress which 


*had been made in reading. I cannot describe my feeling gn that 


occasion, but it was that of joy, and for which I am indebted to the 
pious and zealous exertions of the missionaries of your church for 
having so indefatigably laboured in the instruction of our slave popu- 
lation. I heard twenty-four children, who had been instructed at 
the Sunday-school at Gracebay, read a chapter in the Testament: 
several others who could read were absent either from sickness or on 
duty. I think the ages of these children were from six to twelve years, 
and all the others under that age are in a train of instruction, whereby 
I expect shortly that they will not only be able to read, but under- 
stand the blessed truths of the Gospel. I am, dear Sir, your obe- 
dient servant, CHARLES J. BARNARD.” 


Extract of a letter from Brother SAMUEL WR1GHT, dated 


‘‘ NEwFIELD, Anticua, May 30, 18273 

**T am not without hope, that what I mentioned to you in my last, 
concerning the children, may be verified, viz. that the elder may be 
stirred up by the younger. The children are beginning to show a 
greater desire to be instructed in useful knowledge. We com- 
menced preparing stones for our school-house, October 1, 1826; and 
through the blessing of God, were able to open it, March 18, 1827, 
it being then nearly completed. And here, we have to acknowledge, 
with gratitude, the kind assistance received from our neighbours, 
May the Lord reward them amply! We were the more thankful for 
this seasonable help, because, being far from the town, the building 
would otherwise have cost an immense sum of money. After having 
studied economy in every thing, the whole will not be completed for 
less than between three and four hundred pounds, currency. I take 
this opportunity, in the name and at the desire of this congrega- 
tion, to return sincere thanks to all our worthy benefactors, for their 
liberality in assisting us in this work; and I confidently hope, that if 
their contributions are accompanied with prayer for our prosperity, 
the confidence they place in us will not be put to shame. The new 
school-house was opened in the following manner:—March 18th, 
the children assembled in the morning, as usual, in the old school- 
room, during a sermon preached in the church to a crowded auditory, 
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on the subject of negro education; after which, the children were 
assembled in the church, and placed in order to proceed to their new 
house. The congregation meanwhile formed themselves in rows on 
each side of the path leading to the new school-house, (about sixty 
yards,) leaving room for the children to pass between them. The 
procession moved in the most beautiful order; the little ones going 
first, two and two, and the elder following in succession. The 
greatest stillness prevailed, and down the cheeks of many of the 
parents tears were seen to flow copiously. It was an interesting 
sight. The gumber of children present was 283; but several attend- 
ed whose names were not on the list, they being too young. When 
all were assembled in the school-house, the service commenced with 
a hymn; after which, I delivered a discourse, and spoke particularly 
to the children, showing to them the favour bestowed on them, and 
exhorting them to be attentive and diligent, which they all promised 
aloud. I concluded by offering up a fervent prayer to our Saviour, 
beseeching Him to give His blessing to our feeble endeavours to lead 
children to Himself, and to cause our labours in this new school-house 
to prove a blessing to many. We also offered up our thanks to the 
Lord for having answered our prayers, and protected the labourers 
in the building from danger and haria, 

** Soon after this solemnity was concluded, we met together a 
second time, when our venerable Brother Procop, who had come 
over from Gracehill to be present at the opening of the new school- 
house, delivered an address, catechized the children, and heard 
them repeat several hymns and portions of Scripture. This was a 
very lively and blessed day. I never saw any children so happy. 
The number of children on our list, at the opening, was 107 boys 
and 109 girls. Since that time the girls have increased to 124, so 
that the total number is now 231. Of these, about half attend on 
an average. Except on particular days, we can scarcely secure the 
regular attendance of more than 100. When the crop is over, we 
hope to do better. 

** We purpose, as soon as practicable, to commence an evening- 
school at Newfield; at present we have rather an extensive evening- 
school at T,yons’, close to us, which we supply with candles. Con- 
cerning the progress we are making, I beg you to excuse a short no- 
tice. We have many who can read in the New Testament; but in 
my next I will give you particulars. We keep school every Thurs- 
day with the children, on one of Mr. Gordon’s estates, and also with 
a few from other estates, and some free children. 

‘* We spoke last week with nearly 200 new people, a greater 
number than we have had for some years. Many begin to come for 
the first time, who are evidently under the operation of the Spirit of 
God. Our speaking individually with those under our care, gives us 
opportunities for examining our negroes, and imparting to them need- 
ful instruction and advice; and we are often encouraged by seeing the 
blessing of God resting on these conversations. 

‘« The celebration of our Saviour’s incarnation, at Christmas, 1826, 
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was truly blessed to us and our people. The Passion-week and 
Easter were also refreshing seasons, Oh may the impression, made 
on the hearts of many, be abiding! 

‘*From Easter, 1826, to Easter, 1827, nine adults were baptized, 
and 14 received into the congregation; 56 were confirmed, and par- 
took, for the first time, of the Lord’s Supper. In the above period 
nine children and 21 adults, departed this life. 

‘* Pray for us, that we may be in truth a living congregation of 
Christ, and show forth His praise by our walk and conversation. 

S. WRIGHT.” 


Extract of a letter from Brother C. F. Kocute. 


** GRACEHILL, April 9, 1827. 

** Accept our thanks for the permission given us to build a new 
school-house at Gracehill. You may, perhaps, suppose it to be finish- 
ed by this time; but building does not proceed here as expeditiously 
as with you in London, where whole streets seem to rise up, as if 
they grew out of the earth. We are afraid that the expense will be 
greater here than in any other part of this island, and we must wait 
for assistance from some of our neighbours, of which we are sure; 
but it cannot be afforded till crop time is over. They have, already 
last year, very kindly assisted us in the repair of our roads, by which 
much expense was saved. 

** Our Sunday-school proceeds in the same way as mentioned in 
my former letter. Much progress we cannot expect, yet we do as 
well as we can in the short time allowed for instruction. Thirteen 
scholars read the New Testament, and about thirty spell tolerably 
well. We often consult how to render the school more profitable 
for the children, by coming earlier and in greater numbers. We 
beg that we may receive a few hundred lessons for spelling and read- 
ing, from the alphabet to sentences, to paste on boards for their use. 
As to their coming to school at a proper time, we often exhort and 
reprove the mothers, with whom the fault chiefly lies, but we cannot 
force them. Owners and managers might do it, but they would soon 
find it a tiresome business. The largest number we have had at the 
Sunday-school was 115, but generally from 60 to 80 attend, some- 
times about 100. The greater part of them have opportunities 
given them of receiving instruction in the evenings on week~-days, by 
schools kept by our three teachers and some of the negro assistants 
on the plantations, It affords us great pleasure to hear the children 
say and sing verses and hymns, and repeat the catechism, which a 
great portion of them can do perfectly. But we regret that some, 
who have been brought so far as to be able to read the New Testa- 
ment, leave the school, and instead of being willing to teach others, 
never attend to their own improvement. We are, however, comfort- 
ed under such discouragements, by the manifest blessing which the 
Lord lays on our weak exertions, and the real profit reaped by many. 
C. F. KOCHTE.” 
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N.B. Brother Klose and his wife, and the single sister M‘Dermot, 
having met with much detention on their passage to the West Indies, 
some anxiety prevailed as to the safety of the vessel, which the fol- 
lowing letter received from him will explain. 


**FatmoutTs, 5th March, 1827. 

** We went on board the Britannia, Captain Quelch, on February 
17th, and left the mouth of the Thames on 21st. On the 24th we 
had a perfect calm. On the 25th there arose a violent gale: sea- 
sickness obliged us to keep our beds» On the 26th, we expected to 
lose sight of England, but the Lord had determined otherwise, and 
permitted a storm to drive us into Mount’s Bay, where we were 
obliged to remain the whole evening, having a view of a light-house 
on a high rocky shore, against which the wind threatened to dash 
our ship. We cried to the Lord to have mercy upon us, and to help 
us in this extremity. 

** The noise on deck was terrible, the sails and rigging were torn, 
and it.appeared as if we should be lost; but the Lord heard our 
prayers and saved us, and we reached Falmouth harbour, where the 
damage the ship has sustained in her sails and rigging will be re- 
paired, in order that we may proceed with the first fair wind. The 
captain told us that he never yet experienced so narrow an escape 
from being lost. We returned most heartfelt thanks to God our 
Saviour for His gracious preservation, and confidently believe, that 
He will conduct us in safety to St. Kitt’s. J. KLOSE.” 

After a long, but pleasant voyage, they arrived safe in St. Kitt’s 
on the 8th of May. 


Extract of a letter from Brother Joun Gop¥FReEy SHILL. 


‘*Sr. Jouns, Anticua, May 31, 1827. 

** As I am sending letters to Europe, I will add a short note, to in- 
form you, that by the blessing of the Lord we proceed quietly, and 
without any interruption, in the work committed us. In so large a 
congregation of negroes, things will occur which give pain to those 
who serve them with the Gospel, and who wish’to see all who hear 
it walk worthy of it; but yet we may truly declare, to the praise of 
the grace of our Saviour, that He gives us various proofs of the bless- 
ing He lays upon our feeble endeavours, of which we see many, both 
when we visit the sick and dying, and when we speak with the com- 
municants, previous to the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. This 
affords us great encouragement, and often proves a blessing to our 
own souls. 

** On our last prayer-day, April 8th, two adults were baptized; 
14, baptized as children, were received into the congregation, six re- 
admitted, and 20 added to the class of candidates for baptism. It 
was indeed a day of special blessing for the whole congregation; and 
not less so the 29th of the same month, when all those who had been 
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baptized, received, or admitted to the Holy Communion since Easter, 
1826, had a particular meeting, in which they were addressed on the 
value of the privileges they had attained to, and on their obligation, 
out of gratitude to our Saviour for such mercy, to walk worthy of 
the gospel and their heavenly calling. In the five settlements there 
were added to the congregation: at St. John’s 195; Gracehill, 55; 
Cedar-hall, 74; Newfield, $3; and Gracebay, 28; and admitted to 
the Lord’s Supper, at St. John’s, 120; Gracehill, 41; Cedar-hall, 63; 
Newfield, 50; and Gracebay, 32—In all, $85,added; 306 admitted 
to the Holy Communion. 

** May 23d Brother Muntzer and his wife arrived here from St. 
Kitt’s, and went on the following day to Cedar-hall, to assist Brother 
Newby. Our schools, particularly at Newfield and Gracehill, are 
blessed by the Lord for the real and spiritual benefit of the negro 
children, and we commend them, and the whole work of God in all 
places, to your kind remembrance and prayers. 

J. G. SHILL.” 


Extracts of letters from Brother J. Jouansen. 


‘* BAssETERRE, St. Kitts, January 31, 1827. 

** You will remember that it was intended that Brother Scholefield, 
who had been appointed to the service of the mission in Jamaica, 
should remain here till Brother Klose’s arrival; however, as the ship 
James, Captain Sughree, put in here on her way to Jamaica, we 
thought it right that he should embrace this opportunity to proceed 
to Jamaica, and accordingly they went on board, and left us in 
twenty-four hours after the vessel had come to an anchor. Brother 
Staude will remain with Brother Hoch, at Bethesda, till Brother 
Klose’s arrival. Brother Shick has moved to us in Basseterre, Con- 
cerning our congregation here at Basseterre, I have only time to say, * 
that we continue to sow the precious seed, in hopes that our Saviour 
will lay His blessing upon it, as He has done hitherto. Though 
many were excluded during last year, yet we have had an increase 
of 104 persons. The number of the members of our congregation 
was 2087, besides 366 candidates, and about 600 new people and 
excluded:—Thus the whole number under the care of the Brethren 
at Basseterre is 3053. At Bethesda the numbers are 1391; candi- 
dates, 272; new people and excluded, 525:—In all, 2188. The 
total number at both places is 5241. 

** Remember us and our congregations in your prayers.” 


** May 6, 1827. 

** With regard to our schools, and the expense of the same, I learn 
from your letters, that a separate account of their expenditure is 
required, which we will keep in future. The expense for the last 
year, I think I have already mentioned; and the following must be 


added to the account sent home by Captain Manning, £8: 7: 3 here, 
VoL, 111. 5 
































































































































































34 ACCOUNTS FROM THE WEST INDIES. 


and about £6 at Bethesda, chiefly incurred for candles, books given 
to the teachers, and little rewards to the children at Christmas. 

** Our schools are kept regularly every Sunday, except on com- 
munion-days; but we can never expect to see the whole number 
attending. There are always some missing, prevented either by 
sickness, or by their services on the estates. Many of the boys are 
placed by their masters to mind the stock, and to be with the cattle 
and mules in the fields. Some masters give them every fortnight a 
Sunday. We encourage both teachers and scholars, as much as we 
can, to be diligent in attending to the schools. On three or four 
estates, schools are kept by us in the evening, and on others, the 
minister of the parish employs some persons to instruct the children, 
who are paid for their services by the parish. 

JOHN JOHANSEN.” 


= 


Extracts of letters from Brother Joun Ex.ts. 


** FAIRFIELD, Jamaica, April, 4, 1827. 

**] hope our Sunday-school has profited by Brother Scholefield’s 
stay here. We have about eighty who have entered their names; 
many of them get on very well, but we feel much the want of a re- 
gular teacher, who may be depended on to be at his post, and who 
can also enforce the necessary discipline. ‘Though the brown fe- 
males, who have been instructed, are willing to do all they can, yet, 
chiefly on account of their being engaged in domestic concerns and 
nursing, their regular attendance cannot be depended upon. Our 
own services, you will easily see, it is impossible to give on Sundays. 
Are we, therefore, warranted to go to the expense of hiring a teacher, 
which will amount to about £3; 10s. sterling annually? The expense 
of repairing our school-room I mentioned to be about £60, currency, 
« but I fear it will rather exceed than fall short of that sum. Now, 
if after covering these expenses, you find that the West India school- 
fund will admit of hiring a teacher at each of our places, besides the 
first cost of school-rooms at New Eden and Hopeton, which would 
be about £160 sterling for the two, then I hope, with God’s bless- 
ing, that much good may be done. Perhaps, in the neighbourhood 
of Hopeton, a regular teacher may be found, without*hiring one, 
The spelling-books you sent us are all disposed of. Could you send 
us a few hundred more of the same kind? 

** On the 28th February we had the pleasure to welcome Brother 
Scholefield and his wife at Fairfield. They had suffered considera- 
bly from the fatigue of their long journey from Irwin, not being 
accustomed, as yet, to our mode of travelling, which is, to make 
twenty or thirty miles of the journey before breakfast, taking, how- 
ever, a cup of coffee on setting out, if the cook is not too fast asleep to 
boil it, or perhaps gone to sleep at her own house, which may be a 
quarter or half a mile distant. In this case, we get on as well and 
as far as we can, and then call at some respectable house on the road, 
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where a breakfast will invariably be offered. It is not, however, on 
all occasions, that we are able to set out so early. It not unfre- 
quently happens, during the journey, that your horse, which in the 
evening had been put into a large pasture of perhaps a hundred acres, 
during the night, has strayed, most probably in a direction towards 
home; and if brought back by eight or nine o’clock the next morning, 
you are glad that he has not escaped altogether. 

‘* Brother and Sister Scholefield spent a few weeks with us very 
agreeably. They left us about a week ago for their new station at 
Chapel Hill, Hopeton. On the 12th of last month the foundation- 
stone of the church at Hopeton was laid, in our usual solemn manner. 
The numbers who attended, of whites, mulattoes and blacks, were 
very considerable, although a week-day. Indeed the numerous au- 
ditories, which continue to assemble from time to time cause us to 
fear, that our intended building is on too small a scale.”’ 

** June 5, 1827. 

‘* With regard to our Sunday-school, we cannot as yet say much 
of great proficiency; but it is very gooussing to see, that the spirit 
of inquiry, and the desire to learn, ‘Temain undiminished among the 
scholars, and the improvement which they make is as great as could 
be expected by persons, acquainted with all the disadvantages we 
labour under. The school-room is not yet finished, the rainy weather 
having impeded the progress of the repairs. 

‘* I rejoice to say our hearts continue to be gladdened by.the ful- 
filment of our Saviour’s promise, that He will be with us to the end. 
Our daily experience teaches us to set less value on our own weak 
exertions, and to seek more diligently for the aid of that convincing 
and convicting teacher, whose instructions come to the heart accom- 
panied by a sanctifying influence, which produces a hatred of sin, 
not to be effected by any of our own doings. During the festival of 
Whitsuntide, which we kept in these days, we had the joy to admit 
eighteen persons to church-fellowship, and to add twenty-two to the 
candidates for baptism, for all of whom our prayer is, that they may 
abide steadfast in the faith, and walk worthy of the gospel. New 
inquirers also continue to call upon us; and among these, we are 
more particularly thankful to find a few, who come from a large 
negro village, not far distant, where hitherto Satan seems to have 
had uncontrolled sway, and has been too successful in the application 
of his darkening powers. 

“* Brother and Sister Scholefield have now entered their new ha- 
bitation at Chapel Hill, Westmoreland parish, where the desire after 
the word of God continues to spread. The services on Sunday, and 

four evenings in the week, are numerously attended. About a week 
ago they had their first celebration of the Lord’s Supper, with a 
few communicants, which proved a blessing to those present. 

** At New Eden, I trust, the work is progressively advancing. A 
few have entered their names as Sunday scholars. 

‘* Brother and Sister Light, who were tolerably well, when we 
heard from them a week ago, are patiently waiting for the means of 
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building a house and church, on the land kindly granted to them for 
the purpose. Their small congregation is gradually increasing. 
JOHN ELLIS.” 


RENEWAL OF THE MISSION IN THE ISLAND OF TOBAGO. 


N.B. In 1790 a mission was established by the Brethren in To- 
bago, at the desire of John Hamilton, Esq. proprietor of Riseland 
and other estates, of which a report may be found in Vol. I. of the 
Periodical Accounts, p.67. Various causes occasioned a suspension of 
the mission. But with a most anxious desire to fulfil the dying 
wishes of his excellent father, his son has continually urged the re- 
newal of the mission, and we have at length been enabled to under- 
take it. 


- Extract of a letter from Brother PETER RICKSECKER. 


* RisEPanp, Tosaco, March 27, 1827. 

‘** Having at last arrived in this island, I am desirous to inform you 
of it as soon as possible. 

‘* My wife and myself, with our infant, four months old, went on 
board a ship from Bridgeport, (Connecticut,) October 9th, and after 
a long and tedious passage, during part of which we were put upon 
short allowance of water, we had the satisfaction, on November 11th, 
after sunset, to set foot on shore, in Antigua. Through Mr. Walter, 
who sailed from New York two weeks after us, and arrived at St. 
John’s eight days before us, our Brethren in Antigua were informed 
of our coming; but were also much alarmed on our account. In An- 
tigua, we had the pleasure of visiting all our missionary stations, and 
there gained the first insight into the plan of a negro congregation. 
Our conversations with so many, and some of them old and ex- 
perienced missionaries, were very instructive; and their kindness, 
particularly during an attack of fever which I suffered, will ever be 
remembered by us. 

‘< December 4th, we left Antigua for Barbadoes, where we arrived 
December 14th, and though our passage was rather slow, we were 
more healthy, and had more comforts than on our first vbyage. In 
Barbadoes we expected to hear something of Mr. Hamilton, but were 
disappointed. In this suspense I wrote a few lines to that gentle- 
man; but not knowing his address, enclosed it in an open letter of 
recommendation, received from a gentleman in Antigua, to a friend 
residing in Tobago, requesting him, in case of Mr. Hamilton’s 
absence, to forward it to his attorney, which he did. Mr. Hamilton’s 
first letter to Brother Brunner appeared to be lost, After he received 
mine, he answered it immediately, and we set sail from Barbadoes, 
March 3d. We had an unpleasant passage in a new vessel, and ar- 
riyed in Tobago, March 6th. We were received with great kind- 
ness by Mr. Hamilton, and live with him, till our dwelling is built. 
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The negroes were very happy to see us; and frequently exclaimed, 
* Me be glad, dat massa come.’ 

** Besides public preaching, I keep every evening a meeting with 
them in Mr. Hamilton’s hall, which they attend very well. Last 
Sunday I went to Mount Irvin to preach. Near that place the spot 
for our chapel and dwelling is selected, on a hill, in view of Little 
Courland Bay.” 

‘* May 26, 1827. 

‘** Being informed of a conveyance to England,.I embrace the op- 
portunity to state to you how we are proceeding. Mr. Hamilton is 
very active in forwarding the concerns of our new building. On the 
16th, the masons began their work. The workmen are from dif- 
ferent estates, and the work being done gratis, much expense is 
saved; but the business cannot be put forward, as it otherwise might 
be. 

‘* Mr. Hamilton and other gentlemen thought it the cheapest to 
build the chapel and dwelling under one roof, as it saves lumber, 
which, at present, is excessively dear, ‘They purchased the frame 
of a house, which, for the greater part, is yet very good. The 
lower story, which is to be built of bricks, and intended for the 
chapel, will be about eleven feet high, forty feet long, and twenty- 
four feet broad. The upper story will be our dwelling, and consists 
of five rooms. The stair-case will be from without. I hope the 
whole building will be finished by November or December. 

“On Easter Sunday, at the earnest request of the parents, thir- 
teen infants and small children were baptized. We spoke seriously 
with the mothers of these children, on the subject of a Christian 
education. They promised us to attend to our directions, and we 
shall now feel ourselves more at liberty to admonish them, if we see 
them act contrary to their promise. This was a very lively and 
active day. During my absence in the morning, when I preached at 
Buccoo, a number of negroes, from several estates, came hither to 
Riseland, and my wife read to them the history of our Saviour’s last 
sufferings, death and resurrection. After my return, I preached to 
them, for which they were very thankful. A few wanted to be bap- 
tized, and as I could not grant their request, felt much dissappointed. 

‘* Every day Iam engaged in teaching the Creole children of dif- 
ferent estates, viz.: Riseland, Mount Irvin, Old Grange, Buccoo, 
Sherwood Park, and Auchenskcouch. As they know the alphabet, 
they keep me busy in making spelling lessons for them. Small 
primers they ought to have. These, and New Testaments, are the 
books we want for our scholars here. 

** Some time ago Mr. Hamilton took me to Indian Walk, where, 
and at Whim and Woodlands, I had the favour to preach Jesus and 
Him crucified. It is a pity that Indian Walk is so far from hence, 
and cannot be more frequently visited. Ten miles is a great distance 
in this country. Pray to the Lord for us, dear Brother, that He may 
be with us, and guide and direct us, and- give success to our feeble 














38 ACCOUNTS FROM SOUTH AFRICA. 


ministry. With cordial salutations to all our Brethren and friends 
from us both, I remain ever, your affectionate Brother. 
PETER RICKSECKER.” 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


Extract of Letters from Brother Hans Peter HauuseEck. 


GNADENTHAL, March 22d, 1827. 
Dear BROTHER, 

“You will have received my letters of January the 10th and 24th, 
enclosing copies of my correspondence with the Colonial Government, 
occasioned by the representations I was obliged to make of the real 
state of things at Gnadenthal, in answer to the calumnies of a writer 
in the newspapers, calling himself Rusticus, (see page 24.) As these 
were accompanied by various other attempts to raise disturbance, and 
create suspicions in the minds of our Hottentots, it became our duty 
to reply; and it has pleased the Lord to cause all these things to work 
together for good. The result of the correspondence alluded to is as 
satisfactory as we could wish. The rules and regulations of the set- 
tlement, and the proposals for improvement, submitted by permission, 
to the Government, have now been approved and sanctioned by our 
rulers, and consequently acquired more weight and stability. Who 
could have thought that the attack made upon us and our institutions, 
and which at first alarmed us, would have led to so much good. We 
consider it as the Lord’s doing, and as an additional proof of His mer- 
cy and goodness towards us. The last letter from the Colonial Se- 
cretary, of which I enclose a copy, I received on my birth-day, last 
Sunday, and it contributed not a little to the feeling of joy and grati- 
tude I enjoyed on that day, for all the favour and mercy bestowed up- 
on me by my God and Saviour. In addition to the joys of that day, 
I had the pleasure to receive your letters of Nov. 27th and Decem- 
ber 4th, 1826, for which I return to you and your son my best 
thanks. 

“Brother Leitner and his wife, at Hemel-en-Aarde, are both bet- 
ter in health than for some time past. A fit of the gout has appa- 
rently diminished the oppression on his breast. About three weeks 
ago, five adults were added to the Church by holy baptism. 

‘‘At Elim, Brother and Sister Teutsch are very happy and active. 
Three families of Hottentots had obtained leave to live there. The 
new dwelling-house is nearly finished, and will probably be inhabited 
before the rainy season, when the present house will be converted 
into a chapel and school. 

** Groenekloof, Brother Sonderman arrived here on a visit, and 
left all our brethren and sisters in good health. 

‘* At Enon, according to Brother Fritsch’s last letter, fourteen 
new people had lately obtained leave to live there. Preparations 
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were making to build a more convenient dwelling than the Hartebeest- 
house, which had been erected on the return from Uitenhage, in 1819, 
and in which some of the missionaries had resiazd ever since. The 
wheat-crop had failed, but they had a tolerable return of barley on 
Struble’s Place, and a good crop of pumpkins, which, however, were 
lately visited by a herd of elephants. 

‘* Here, at Gnadenthal, various improvements have been made.— 
The encouragement held out to those who build walled houses pro- 
duces much good, which becomes more evident from year to year. 
Nearly one half of the houses are of the better sort, and there are at 
least half a dozen now building. 

‘* Some improvements have also been made in our school, by which 
we approach nearer tothe plan of Bell and Lancaster. The chil- 
dren are now most steadily employed, and the number of scholars 
increases.. Nearly 240 children attend daily, since the re-opening 
and re-modelling of our school in January; and the Brethren Lem- 
merz and Stein are very active and diligent as school-masters. 

‘** For the paper on the diseases of wheat I owe to Brother John 
Foster many thanks. It is most interesting and satisfactory. What 
he terms mildew is certainly our rust; only with that difference, that 
the disease is here so virulent, as in some cases even to prevent the 
formation of the grain. I do not think that barbary bushes are found 
here, but the country abounds in other bushes; and it is not a little 
remarkable, that the Bosjesveld, behind our range of mountains, so 
called on account of the great quantity of rhinosteros bushes growing 
there, is more subject to the rust than any other part of the colony I 
know of. 

‘* We have great reason to praise and thank our Saviour for the 
quiet hopeful course of this congregation. The several meetings we 
have had with the overseers and adult men of our place, have, by 
God’s blessing, counteracted the bad effects of Rusticus’s aspersions 
in a most effectual manner, and I think there never was a time, when, 
generally speaking, a better spirit prevailed, in this respect, than at 
present. 

‘* This was particularly evident at a meeting of all adult men, on 
the 5th inst. when our revised regulations, preparatory to their being 
laid before the Governor, were cummunicated to and approved by 
them. A spirit of love, harmony, and mutual confidence prevailed 
in the congregation, which we hardly ventured to expect, after so 
much trouble had been taken to alienate the minds of our Hottentots 
from their teachers. We have to day spoken with all our com- 
municants, preparatory to the Holy Communion, with much edifica- 
tion; and we look forward to the approaching Passion-week with the 
hope of its proving a blessed season. 

“* For nearly half-a-year we have had no funeral. This is indeed 
a rare circumstance. At Elim, which is a very healthy spot, no one 
has died since the commencement of the. settlement. The mission- 
aries here live together in undisturbed peace and love, for which we 
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cannot sufficiently thank our Saviour. The widow sister Schwinn 
grows very weak and infirm.” 
: ** March 25th. 

**] may yet add, by way of postscript, that Brother Schmitt, and 
his wife arrived here yesterday evening, from Enon, in tolerable health, 
after a very pleasant journey of three weeks. They wish soon to 
proceed to Europe, and beg to be kindly remembered to you and all 
the brethren.” 

‘* April 6th, 1827. 

** By the post of this day, which is just going out, I can only send 
you in haste, a copy of an important correspondence with Government, 
relating to a proposal made to us, to establish a mission among the 
Tambookies; 

{The letter from his Honour, the Lieutenant-Governor, states, 
that the Tamkookie Chief Powana, possessing an extensive and fer- 
tile tract of country, bordering on the district of Somerset, begged 
that the Colonial Government would use endeavours in establishing 
a missionary institution among his people. This the Government 
was very willing to do, &c. &c.] 

** As soon as the communication from Government was made 
known to my colleagues, they were all of opinion, that we ought not 
to suffer this opportunity to pass by, without examining whether the 
proposed mission were practicable; and I have no doubt, that you 
and our brethren at home, will-be of the same opinion. When the 
heathen stretch out their hands, and a Christian Government puts 
us forward, we should no longer deserve the name of missionaries if 
we could sit still, unmindful of the miserable condition of our perish- 
ing neighbours. Only that question, therefore, remained to be solved, 
who should first visit the Tambookies? It was soon decided that I 
should go to Enon, and there join some other brother,, who could 
conveniently be spared, and proceed on the reconnoitering journey, as 
proposed by Government. To this I could not but consent. I shall 
be accompanied by my wife and family to Enon. Brother Schmitt 
and his wife have meanwhile consented to remain at Gnadenthal. 
He will superintend the general affairs of the settlement, and Brother 
Lemmertz care for outward concerns. Sister Schmitt will take 
charge of the school for muslin-work. If nothing unforeseen pre- 
vents me, I mean, God willing, to set out some time in May. This 
plan will, indeed, be attended with additional expense; but if it be 
the Lord’s will, that we should bring the glad-tidings of salvation to 
the Tambookies, He will surely supply the needful means, 

‘* Of the Tambookies we know at present but little, and I was 
surprised to hear, that they are bordering on the colony, between 
Caffraria and the Bushmen’s country and that they have frequent 
communications with the colonists, whence it may be supposed, 
that they understand Dutch. They have never been accused of theft 
and plunder like the Caffres and Bushmen. I believe that the main 
body dwells in the rear of the Caffres, and is considered a portion of 
the Caffre nation, having a similar, if not the same language. Hav- 
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ing, like other tribes, suffered from the inroads of the Mantatees, 
they applied to the Colonial Government for protection. As this 
could not be afforded beyond the boundaries of the colony, they were 
invited to come within the colonial territory, but were not willing to 
leave their fine country a prey, to others. The Mantatees being 
defeated, the Tambookies made the request above-mentioned. If 
the spot, proposed by them for a missionary institution, is only twenty 
leagues beyond the boundary, the distance from Enon is not immode- 
rate; but of this, and of the Tambookies, I hope to give you a more 
detailed account by and by, and meanwhile recommend myself and 
the ripening fields of South Africa, to the kind remembrance and 
prayers of all our brethren and friends.” 
** May 7, 1827. 

**T am now busy, preparing for our reconnoitering journey; but I 
have previously visited Groenekloof and Capetown, from whence I 
returned on the 4th of this month. At Groenekloof, as every where, 
a species of influenza is prevailing, by which most of the inhabitants 
suffer more or less. The disorder is, however, less violent here than 
at Capetown and its neighbourhood. The missionaries at Groene- 
kloof are mostly recovered from its attack, and are tolerably well, 
and actively employed in their work. 

** At Capetown, I received much valuable information, relative 
both to the Caffres and Tambookies, and was furnished with letters 
from the Governor to the Landdrost, and other functionaries on the 
frontier. If the Lord permit, I intend to set out on Friday next, the 
11th instant, and to proceed first by the usual route, to Enon, where 
I shall be better able to decide what further steps to take. 

** The last Passion-week and Easter were seasons of great blessing, 
and of a gracious visitation of the Lord in our congregation. Seven _ 
adults were baptized here; eleven at Groenekloof; two at Elim; and 
about the same number are under instruction for the enjoyment of 
the Holy Communion. 

** A venerable married pair, who have a small farm on Zoutrevier, 
and are both unbaptized, but convinced of sin, and their need of par- 
don and true conversion of heart, have been at Gnadenthal, request- 
ing advice and instruction. This was gladly imparted to them, and 
we trust and pray that they may find their way, by the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, to Jesus, the Saviour of sinners. We have reason 
to believe, that others will follow their example. 

“* All the brethren and sisters here are well, with the exception 
of Sister Schwinn, and beg to be kindly remembered to all our friends 
England. H. P. HALLBECK.” 


Exiract of letters from Brother Joun Henry Scumitrt. 
** GNADENTHAL, April 11, 1827. 

** Dear BrotHER—My last, of November 24th, will have in- 

formed you of the changes that have taken place, and that we were 


preparing to leave Enon, and return to England, by way of Gnaden- 
Vou. 111. 6 
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thal. Brother Hallbeck has mentioned in his letters the arrange- 
ments made, and that Brother and Sister Fritsch will succeed us at 
Enon. They arrived there on the 20th of January. We did not 
leave that place till the 27th of February: we staid two or three 
days at Uitenhage, and after a safe and pleasant journey, arrived 
here at Gnadenthal on the 24th of March. 

** Taking leave of the congregation at Enon affected us exceeding- 
ly. We had been witnesses to its origin and growth, and had been 
favoured to serve it from the beginning. The proofs we had seen of 
the power and mercy of our Saviour, in bringing so many poor Hot- 
tentots to that place, where they might hear His Gospel, and be 
converted, had been the joy of our hearts from day to day. The 
number of inhabitants is at present 450. Among these are many 
truly sincere and faithful Christians, who prove their faith in their 
lives and conversation, and show, by a thorough change of heart, 
what the power of Jesus’ blood can effect, in delivering a sinner from 
the dominion of sin, and cleansing him from unrighteousness. 

** When we reflect on our poor labours in this part of the Lord’s 
vineyard, we find much to humble us; but rejoice that we have so 
gracious and forgiving a Lord and Master, who by His pardoning 
Tove, comforts us in all our short-comings. 

** Brother Fritsch accompanied us to Uitenhage, from whence he 
proceeded to Algoa-bay on business. On taking leave of our worthy 
and kind friends, Colonel Cuyler and his lady, we felt the separation 
painful, Ever since the year 1819, when we and our congregation 
fied from the Caffres to Uitenhage, and were so hospitably received 
by them, the foundation of a solid and permanent friendship has been 
laid, which, by God’s grace, shall last, whether present or absent. 
We likewise took affectionate leave of the Rev. Mr. Smith, Mr. San- 
ders, and other worthy friends of our mission. May the Lord bless 
and reward them richly, for all their kindness to us, 

‘J will still observe, that before I left that country, it had pleased 
God to bless it with fruitful showers, particularly about new-year. 
The harvest, therefore, of barley and Indian corn, was abundant, 
with a rich crop of pumpkins and beans. We are the more thank- 
ful for this supply, as it affords provision for the workmen engaged 
in the building of the new house, of which I informed you in my last. 
It is to be built in a line with the present church, eighty feet long 
and twenty-six broad. We stood also much in need of a receptacle 
for our store of corn and barley, for which we could never find room. 

‘‘ Brother Fritsch and his wife seemed to be immediately quite at 
home at Enon. May the Lord be with them, strengthen and sup- 
port them. 

*« After resting here four days, Brother Hallbeck invited us to ac- 
company him on a visit to Elim and Hemel-en-Aarde, to see these sta- 
tions, which have been established since our'departure in 1816. We 
intended, after Easter, to proceed on our return to Europe, by way of 
Groenekloof ; but as the saying is, man purposes, but God disposes. 
When we arrived at Hemel-en-Aarde, Brother Hallbeck found a let- 
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ter from the Governor, in which his Excellency invited: him to a con- 
versation at the Zwarteberg, and informed him, that the Chief of the 
Tambookies had applied, through the Landdrost of Somerset, to the 
Government, requesting that teachers might be sent to instruct’ his 
people, in the doctrines of Christianity. As not only the Chief, but 
many of his tribe, most earnestly beg that their petition may not be 
refused, the Colonial Government invited us to undertake a Mission 
to the Tambookies; and as Brother Hallbeck is now appointed to 
make a reconnoitring journey to that country, and will take his family 
with him as far as Enon, we have been desired to occupy their place 
at Gnadenthal, till their return, _ This will probably detain usin Afri- 
ca a whole year longer, a period of time which may be productive of 
many changes. But though, if we were to remain in this country, 
Enon would have been our favourite abode, we are also willing to lend 
here a helping hand, and rejoice, that a prospect is opened to bring 
the Gospel to the Tambookies, and perhaps to other nations, who have 
not yet heard its joyful sound. May the Lord give His blessing to 
this new attempt! When it was made known to the congregation, it 
created a great sensation of joy and cordial participation. All joined 
in prayer, that our Saviour might give success to such an undertaking, 
begun in His name and for His glory ; and we are sure, that all our 
congregations and friends everywhere, will commend it to Him in 
their prayers. When I consider, how graciously the Lord led ws, in’ 
1816, to the right spot, and caused the aim of our journey to be so 
completely obtained ; and how He blessed the preaching of His word’ 
at a place where we found nothing but an habitation of wild beasts, 
but fixed upon it in His name, and now may rejoice at the fulfilment 
of His promises concerning it, I think we may believe, that we shall 
hereafter see the same blessed fruits attend the present exertions. 

** Gnadenthal has been much improved since we left it nine years 
ago. The inhabitants have built many more substantial houses, 
both on the east and west line of the settlement, and made some regu- 
lar streets. The Hottentots find that they gain room for gardetis, 
and that other advantages attend regularity and order. Their health’ 
is likewise improved by having dry floors. 

“*On our way from the interior, we visited Zuurbrak, and called’ 
on some friends known to you. We commend ourselves to your love, 
and the kind remembrance of all our brethren and friends. 

‘**Joun Henry Scumitt.” 


Extract of Letters from Sister A. ScuM1tTT. 
‘‘ Enon, Vovember 29th, 1826, 

‘* Tue box of clothing, received lately from England, arrived here 
safe, and the distribution was made in a manner, which, I believe, 
would have been quite satisfactory to the generous contributors to 
this valuable present. I divided it into two parcels, and’meam to’ 
make myselfa last pleasure, before I leave Enon, by distributing the” 
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second portion. I cannot describe in words the gratitude with which 
these gifts are received by the poor, both old and young. I shall 
never forget the thanks I owe to our kind friends in England, for so 
often enabling me to help the distressed. Many a happy hour have 
I spent in sorting the different articles, according to our knowledge of 
the wants of each. 

**Sometimes, when I think that I shall soon see my relations and 
friends in England, I feel great pleasure in the prospect; but a sad 
damp comes over me, when I reflect, that I shall then be separated 
from my dear Hottentots for ever, in this world. I dread the last 
farewell. 

**GNADENTHAL, May 7th, 1827. 

** Your last letters reached us a few days before we left Enon. I 
assure you, the parting from my native land, and from all my dear 
relatives in Europe, now many years ago, did not fill my heart with 
such affliction, as I felt at taking leave of that dear place and congre- 
gation. I beg for resignation to the will of the Lord. We are at 
present detained here, and willing to assist, wherever we can. When 
we left Enon, the whole congregation accompanied us for several 
miles. The last left us at Zwartskop’s river. At Enon, the Brethren 
will soon have to prepare for building a church, as the present tempo- 
rary one will not contain half the people, and many were on the road, 
intending to join them. After staying some days with our friends 
at Uitenhage, we reached Gnadenthal in twenty-one days, in good 
health, though much fatigued. We always slept in our wagon, and 
sometimes, in passing the high mountains, had to walk for hours to- 
gether. Here we were kindly received and refreshed, and have 
made a pleasant visit to Elim and Hemel-en-Aarde. At the latter 
place we visited the lepers in the hospital, whom we could not behold 
without great pity. Some have lost their feet, or their hands, or are 
sadly disfigured in their faces. Brother and Sister Leitner show 
great faithfulness in attending to, and instructing these poor people. 
The latter told me, that in the beginning, the sight of so much mise- 
ry shocked and affected her exceedingly, but that she was now more 
used to it, and only thought of doing them good in their temporal and 
spiritual concerns. The Lord has blessed their labours in a wonder- 
ful degree. Remember us in your prayers, of which we stand much 
in need. A. ScumitrT. 


Miscellaneous Missionary Intelligence. 


(Extracted from recent Accounts frublished by the Unity’s Elders’ 
Conference at Herrnhut, and the Provincial Helpers’ Conference at 
Bethlehem. ) 

Our dear Brother Huffel, after having happily completed the vi- 
sitation of our different missionary stations in the West India Islands 
with which he was charged, excepting those in Jamaica and Tobago, 
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which could not be included without too great a loss of time, embark- 
ed at Barbadoes for London on the 22d of August last. He arrived 
there after a stormy passage on the 5th of October, made some stay 
among our brethren in England and reached Hamburg by the steam- 
boat on the 24th of that month. At Altona he enjoyed the pleasure 
of meeting his successor in office, then commencing h¥§ journey to the 
United States, our dear brother Anders, and on the 7th of November 
he safely arrived at Herrnhut, where he was most heartily welcomed 
by his future colleagues after so long a journey. (It is distressing to 
state that Bishop Anders, who embarked at Hamburg in a vessel for 
New York, and left Cuxhaven November 30th, has not yet arrived 
among us, Our great anxiety on that account has been somewhat re- 
lieved by learning that the vessel was detained in the channel until 
the 8th January, when she finally sailed from Falmouth in England ; 
nevertheless the deepest concern is every where felt in our congrega- 
tions, for his safety and for his speedy arrival, and our most fervent 
prayers and tender sympathy accompany him and his wife in their 
present tedious and dangerous situation.* ) 


=== 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


Recent accounts from our missionaries at the Cape of Good Hope 
have reached us, the latest dated Ist September, 1827. Brother 
Hallbeck had then returned from his exploring expedition to the 
Tambukki nation, some of the leading chiefs of which had applied to 
the British government for missionaries to be settled among them, as 
formerly mentioned, on whose invitation it had been resolved to exa- 
mine into the practicability of establishing a missionary station of the 
Brethren among them. Brother Hallbeck and Fritsch, accompanied 
by three Hottentots and two Caffres commenced their journey, in ex- 
ecution of this resolution, from Enon on the 18th of June, and returned 
thither by the 22d July in health and safety, although they suffered 
considerable hardship from the quantity of ice and snow they had to 
encounter in the mountains. Brother Hallbeck informs, that they 
were every where received in the villages of the Tambukkis with the 
most signal expressions of joy, especially when it was understood 
that the Brethren were inclined to become their instructors. The 
Landdrost of Somerset had furnished them with every facility of pro- 
ceeding in his power. The proposed locations for a missionary station, 
both situated on considerable rivers, appeared extremely eligible and 
the whole country resembled an immense meadow. As regards the 
sentiments of the nation and the state of the country, the practicabi- 
lity of the contemplated missions was put beyond a doubt, if it please 
the Lord so to order it. Since the return of the brethren, accounts 
have reached Gnadenthal, that part of the Tambukkis had been forced 


* Since the above was in type, the gratifying intelligence has been re- 
ceived, that Bishop Anders and wife have arrived safely im New York. 
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from their places of residence by an hostile irruption of the Titshanas 
and had taken refuge inthe colony. The latter nation had however 
suddenly retreated, and expectations were entertained that Powana, 
the chief who has requested the aid of missionaries, would be shortly 
able to recover his possessions. The aged sister Schwinn, widow of 
one of our first Missionaries among the Hottentots had departed this 
life ; all our other missionaries on their different stations were enjoy- 
ing good health. Numbers of Hottentots continue to come to Enon 
with a view to get permission to reside there, in order to profit by the 
gospel. The congregation at Gnadenthal was in a flourishing state, 
and that place was exempted from the drought and the locusts which 
had been very destructive in the vicinity. 


SOUTH AMERICA. 


At Paramaribo the foundation of a new church had been solemnly 
laid on the 2ist July, an immense concourse of people of all colours 
attending, who evinced a most devout and appropriate disposition. 
‘Twenty-three adult black converts had been baptized on the 26th of 
August, and the frequent missionary visits on the surrounding planta- 
tions continued to be attended with great blessing. 


WEST INDIES. 


The tremendous hurricanes which raged in the West Indies on the 
17th and 27th of August, have caused considerable distress at several 
of our missionary stations, although upon the whole there was more 
cause for gratitude towards the Lord than reason to complain. All 
our establishments in Antigua have suffered more or less by the de- 
struction of fences, outhouses and roofs. At Gracebay the horse sta- 
ble and outhouse, together with the dwelling of the negroes was torh 
up from the very foundations. Brother and sister Robbins, who were 
on the point of removing thither from St. Johns, and had embarked 
their luggage on board of a schooner, lost the whole thereof by the 
wreck of the vessel. Earthquakes and terrible thunder-storms be- 
tween the two hurricanes had rendered those days most anxious times. 
At St. Kitts the hurricane of the 17th was felt most severely, ex- 
ceeding any thing experienced there for the last 17 years. At both 
stations on that island, the houses were in imminent danger of being 
blown down, the doors and windows of the churches were forced open, 
fences destroyed, and the largest trees torn up by the roots, Nine 
persons, among whom was one of our communicants, perished in the 
harbor of Basseterre. 

The different stations in the island of St. Croix had all suffered, 
but more especially Friedensberg at Westend. The church but re- 
cently roofed, has been almost entirely laidin ruins. One half of the 
roof was entirely torn away and carried into the town with such force, 
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as to break several of the pillars of the Roman Catholic church, 
against which it was hurled, and the strong walls have burst asun- 
der on two sides. . Many persons have lost their lives in the island 
by the downfall of buildings. 

The establishments in St. Thomas and St. Johns suffered but littke 
during the hurricane of the 17th of August, but on the 28th the gar- 
dens and fruit trees were almost totally destroyed. The lives of all 
the members of those congregations were, notwithstanding the great 
danger of numbers, all graciously preserved. 


NEW FAIRFIELD, (U. 6.) 

Encouraging letters from Brother Luckenbach at New Fairfield, 
dated 9th January, 1828, had been received. New Year’s day had 
been signalized by the baptism of a young married Chippeway woman 
Deborah, which solemn rite had been attended with great blessing 
and caused no inconsiderable emotion in the congregation. The best 
hopes could be entertained as to this person. The confidential con- 
versations of the missionaries with all their people preceding Epipha- 
ny tended greatly to strengthen their courage, by proving to them the 
sincere concern of many for the salvation of their souls. Contrite 
confessions of not a few, who had given way to temptations, contri- 
buted to a confirmation of their new resolutions, and the missionaries 
trust that the evident work of the holy spirit perceptible in many 
hearts will become a lasting one. One youth was solemnly admitted 
a member of the congregation, and two persons who had been exclud- 
ed were again received into communion. During the Christmas 
season the meetings had been well attended, and none of the disturb- 
ances taken place which were apprehended from some of the heathen 
Indians resident at New Fairfield. Three families of heathen, who 
have been forced to remove from their former residence, have re- 
quested permission to remain for a time on the Fairfield lands; hi- 
therto they have given no cause to regret that it was granted, and 
perhaps some of them may be won, as they sometimes attend the 
meetings. Our missionaries very much feel the want of properly qua- 
lified persons among their flock to occupy the places of the assistants 
Stephen and Zachary, who are nearly incapacitated to act by age. 
The new church was progressing very slowly. At the close of the 
year 1827 the Indian congregation consisted of 184 persons; 36 of 
whom are communicants, 9 adults not baptized and 13 unbaptized 
children. In the course.of the year 1827, 1 adult and 9 children had 
been baptized and 8 persons re-admitted members. Six adults and 
8 children had departed this life. 


CHEROKEES. 


Brother Eder of Niesky in Germany has been recently appointed 


a missionary among the Cherokee Indians, and will come to this 
country accordingly. 





48 DONATIONS 


The following donations to the United Brethren’s Missions, received in 
1827, are hereby gratefully acknowledged. 


Through the Rev. Benjamin Mortimer, at New York: 
From a female friend, at Litchfield, Conn., for the Green- 
land mission, - - - - $200 
the Newburg ey: in aid of missions, by Mr. For- 
syth, - - - 20 00 
Mr. Forsyth of Newbaig: - - 1 00 
Dr. David Hosack,M. D. - - 10 00 
a friend, - - - - - 20 00 
Miss H.B. - - - - 5 00 
Mr. Saml. P. Sse. New ac a Conn. 2 00 
a friend, - 12 00 
Mrs. Judge Gold, Litchfield, Com. 1 00 
avails of Misses Catharine and Abby Lotts’ missionary 
box, - - - - - - - - - 4 36 
From the female Missionary Society at Litiz, - - - 91 00 
a friend in Philadelphia, : - - - - 5 00 
the Female Missionary Society at Bethlehem, - 120 00 
Do. do. do. Nazareth, - 100 00 
Mrs. A. J, Maybin, pe sg the Greenland 
mission, - - - 5000 
a friend in Philadelphia, - - . - - 2 00 
the Treasurer of the Society of the United Brethren 
for propagating the gospel among theheathen, - 8000 00 
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